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The Robe of Christ—the 
Word of God 


By Joseph Addison Richards 


HE Master in his seamless robe 
Was hastening on his way, 
To touch to health a little maid 
Sick unto death, one day, 


BE 


BARS 


When, jostled by a curious throng 
Of men already dead, 
He felt the touch of eager hope, 
And through his raiment sped 
ark of healing which should meet 
A the flash of faith that knew 
Could it but touch his garment’s hem 
What he would surely do. 


¢ 
E’en now, Christ lives within a robe 
Of seamless truth and grace, 
And though crowds search with death- 
dimmed eyes 
But cannot see God’s face, 
And though irreverent others smirch 
Its simple texture still 
With jostling throngs of earthy thoughts 
Obscuring his pure will ; 


Yet, when faith reaches out to touch 
Its least and outmost thread, 
Its fabric is surcharged with God 
To bring to life the dead. 


The Pause 


Men are ready to stop whatever they are doing 
just to look at a great man. Let a great military 
leader, like. Joffre, appear anywhere in France, or 
Great Britain, or the United States, and watch the 
multitudes stop and look! In an essay on Alexander 
Hamilton, F, S. Oliver writes: “There are some rare 
occasions scattered about in history where, as if by 
a common impulse, humanity has paused at its work, 


and, leaning upon its spade, has looked round wn 
wildered by a sudden hopefulness ; aware dimly that 
something fortunate has happened, that a new man 
has appeared in the world, and that he is a friend.” 
A minister has added to” this striking statement,— 
“and his name is Christ.” The Friend has appeared. 
He is indeed. “a new man,” the Son of man, the last 
Adam, the glorious head of the human race, God yet 
also true and perfect man. And he is the greatest 
military leader the world shall ever know,—the Cap- 
tain of our salvation. Have we paused enough to 
“look unto Jesus”? 
ya 


Nailed Down 


Facts are not only stubborn,—they are often the 
blessedest things in the universe. Opinions, and 
theories, and hopes, may be very uncertain; facts are 
real. A Christian woman, speaking of a marvelous 
experience of God’s supernatural power that had oc- 
curred some months earlier in her life, said to a 
friend: “Of course, I have been tempted a hundred 
times to doubt that whole thing—and if there were 
not others who heard and saw what was done, I posi- 
tively believe I would conclude it had been a mental 
hallucination—but it’s nailed down to facts.” That is 
a good expression to remember. Christ is a fact; and 
our greatest blessings are nailed down to that glori- 
ous Fact,—the nails that he and the Father permitted 
to pierce his’ hands and feet settled forever our 
irrevocable blessings in him. 


, “— 
To Share the Truth 


People do not “get together” in a tug of war. 
Taking hold of opposite ends of a rope, and pulling 
with all their: strength in opposite directions, is not 
going to bring them to a common goal. This is why 
an argument never leads people into the truth. Jew- 
ish leaders who came to Jesus to argue with him never 


- 


_ learned the truth from him,—never even learned that 


he was the Truth. Let us, as ambassadors of Christ, 
remember this as we seek to share the blessings of 
his truth with others. There is no gain in talking with 
others who are interested chiefly in showing us that 
Christ’s truth is not the truth. We must be cour- 


we 


teous and tactful and loving with all such, but we 
shall do well not to spend much time in discussions 
with them. We shall soon learn that only those who 
have a sense of need are in a hopeful attitude for 
receiving the truth that we can give them. Let us, 
therefore, give our chief attention to those who 
hunger and thirst for what Christ can give them; 
who are perhaps cast down by discouragement over 
their recognized need of what they have not. The 
best that we can do for others, who have no sense 
of need, but who want to discuss these things in an 
unprofitable way, is earnestly to intercede for them, 
that the Holy Spirit will convict them of sin and 
overwhelm them with such a consciousness of need 
that they will come as seekers, not as disputants. 
When they seek, God will see to it that they find. 


a 


When Constantly “Giving Out” 


Flowing streams must be supplied. And the 
Christian ought to be a flowing stream all the time,— 
“from within him shall flow rivegs of living water,” 
is the promise. Sometimes Christian workers who 
are constantly ministering to others feel that they 
cannot keep it up unless they stop and go to some 
good Bible conference, or do some special reading, or 
in some way replenish themselves after their con- 
tinual giving out of what they have. There is danger 
of making a grave mistake here. As a Christian man 
wrote to a friend: “Remember, after all, that even 
constantly ‘giving out’ to others in spiritual matters 
need never deplete us in any way spiritually, when 
we remember that Christ is our life, and he is never 
depleted or taxed, no matter how much of himself he 
gives out through us. If we attempt to give out 
without ‘letting him do it,’ then of course we shall be 
under a strain; but not otherwise.” Of course, our 
Lord wants us, from time to time, to cease from our 
work, and-go apart with him “and rest a while.” 
Bible conferences, and good reading, are an impor- 
tant way of doing this. But even without them we 
may all the time have within us “unto all the fulness 
of God” the “well of water springing up unto eternal 
life,” inexhauStibly, for ourselves and for others. 
When by faith we let Christ be our whole life, our 
supply for others will last as long as Christ lasts. 


The Story of the British Ministers’ Testimony 
to Our Lord’s Return 


Dr. F. B. Meyer, of London, here gives the American Christian public for the first time the intimate story of how a group 
of British ministers came to make their now world-famous statement concerning the Lord's Return and the present crisis, 


the City of London, a small group of Christian 

ministers gathered together, irrespective of de- 
nominational distinctions, for a breakfast-meeting. 
The one who had invited them propounded the ques- 
tion, whether, in view of the momentous happenings 
in Europe,—happenings significant of a world-crisis,— 
it might not be desirable to awaken the Church to 
consider the synchronizing of those events with the 
predicted signs of the Lord’s Advent. The British 
troops were still in the Sinaitic desert, and had not 
reached Gaza; but were advancing with Jerusalem as 
their objective. In his opening remarks the host also 
urged that while there were divergent views on many 
important matters, there was practical unanimity 
among all prophetical students as to certain outstand- 
ing facts. These had been set down on a typed 
schedule which was then generally considered, and 
which was the basis of the agreement afterwards 
arrived at, and published to the world. 

A general discussion followed. The unanimous 
sentiment was that the hour was ripe for the issuing 
of a Call to the Church to arise to a perception and 
understanding of the special characteristics of the 
times in which we are living. On the whole, the 
proposed statement of the outstanding facts on which 
all students of prophecy are agreed was accepted, one 


Or: autumn morning in 1917, in the heart of 








or two points being left for further consideration 
between two brethren who represented different view- 
points. As the party broke up, Dr. Campbell Morgan 
said, “If you two brethren can come to an agreement, 
we shall all agree.’ 

These two brethren met, prayed together, and then 
frankly discussed the point of varying view and in- 
terpretation, which dealt with the manner of the 
Lord’s manifestation and presence. They both loved 
the Lord’s appearing, neither strove for mastery, 
each desired to reach some common denominator, 
which suddenly was given to them both in the phrase: 
“He will be manifested as evidently as to his dis- 
ciples on the evening of his resurrection.” Each 
could accept that interpretation. That Christ should 
appear, literally, within the appreciation of human 
sense, but in his mystical spiritual body, was a state- 


“ment to which we could all subscribe; and at a sub- 


sequent breakfast-meeting the basis was agreed upon 
which since has secured such wide acceptance. 

It was remarkable that on the day in the morning 
of which this conference was held, a large meeting 
of the Prophetical Investigation Society was being 
held in London; and when the basis of agreement 
was read from their platform it was endorsed by a 
practically unanimous vote; and several representa- 
tive men were finally added to those who had taken 
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the initial steps, so that there is general agreement 
and co-operation on the main points, which have been 
decided on as salient to the present hour. 

That statement, given out on Thursday, November 
8, 1917, and widely published the world around, was 
given in The Sunday School Times of January 5, and 
read as follows: 


Tue SIGNIFICANCE OF THE Hour 
“Occupy till I come” 

1. That the present crisis points towards the close 
of the Times of the Gentiles. 

2. That the revelation of our Lord may be ex- 
pected at any moment, when he. will be manifested as 
evidently as to his disciples on the evening of his 
resurrection, 

3. That the completed Church will be translated 
to be “forever with the Lord.” 

4. That Israel will be restored to its own land in 
unbelief, and be afterwards converted by the appear- 
ance of Christ on its behalf. 

5. That all human schemes of reconstruction must 
be subsidiary to the Second Coming of the Lord, be- 
cause all nations will then be subject to his rule. 

6. That, under the reign of Christ, there will be a 
= ag great effusion of the Holy Spirit upon all 

esh, 

7. That the truths embodied in this statement are 
of the utmost practical value in determining Chris- 
tian character and action with reference to the press- 
ing problems of the hour. 

N. B.—This is a general statement, which does not 

rofess to decide on particular details of prophetic 
interpretation, 


(Signed) 
G. CAMPBELL Morcan, F.S. WEBSTER, 
A. C, Dixon, DINSsDALE T. YounNG, 


W. Futter Goocn, 
. STUART HowpEn, . S. HARRISON, 
. WEBB-PEPLOE, . B. MEYER. 


1. “The Times of the Gentiles” is of course our 
Lord’s own phrase for the great epoch covered by 
Nebuchadnezzar’s vision in Daniel 2. Each of the 
great aeons or epochs in the history of the human 
race has ended in crisis. The Age of Creation ended 
in the Fading of Eden; the Age before the Flood in 
the ‘devastation of that frightful judgment; the Age 
of the Patriarchs in the overthrow of the Red Sea; 
the Age of Israel in the Fall of Jerusalem beneath 
the arms of Nebuchadnezzar in 606 B.C. And now 
the Age of the Gentiles; which began with that head 
of gold, seems about to expire; and will be suc- 
ceeded by that new Age of our Lord’s personal reign 
over this earth, when the dreams of prophets and 
Psalmists of the restitution of all things will ulti- 
mately be achieved. 

That the last grains of the Times of the Gentiles 
aré running out in the hour-glass seems established 
by the fact that since General Allenby entered Jeru- 
salem, and Mr. Balfour made his celebrated announce- 
ment that the land of Palestine should be handed back 
to the Jewish people, the treading down of the Holy 
City by the Gentiles seems about to cease. Other 
signs bear witness to the same fact, such as the 
evangelization of the whole world, which has practi- 
cally been achieved, and the gradual decay of the 
Ottoman power, which has always been inimical to 
the restoration of the Jew to the city of his fathers. 
The utterances of President Wilson and Mr. Lloyd 
‘George still further confirm the impression that we 
are nearing the completion of another great epoch 
in human history, in their definite statements, in the 
name of the Allied governments and peoples, that the 
old relations between nations must give way to new. 

2. The revelation of our Lord may be expected at 
any moment. We know neither the day nor the hour. 
Our Lord in his earthly life-time went so far as to 
say that these were known only to the Father. We 
may diagnose the general features of the Age, and 
prognosticate that the coming of the Lord draweth 


ALFRED Biro, 


nigh,—“that it is even at the doors,”’—but that makes .« 


our ear more than ever on the alert to detect the 
first distant herald-cry. 

The word revelation is put in the forefront, be- 
cause it means unveiling, and is the exact rendering 
of the Greek word. We know that where two or 
three are gathered in his name, our Lord is present; 
but we love him whom we have not seen. Now in a 
mirror darkly, then face to face, then with open face 
we shall behold and reflect the glory of the Lord. 
Ultimately that Presence will be made patent to the 
world of men—every eye shall see him. But in the 
first stage of his Advent, when he comes to take his 
Church to himself, our Lord will be recognized only 
by those who have been spiritually enlightened. To 
them that look for him shall he be manifested a 
second time unto salvation. If unbelieving peasants 
were carrying the produce of their vineyards or gar- 
dens into the city on the morning of the Ascension, 
it ts improbable that they would have seen the 
Ascension, with their unanointed eyes. All they could 
have seen would be the group of men gazing stead- 
fastly towards Heaven. If the Turkish empire is 


drying up, and the highway is being made for the 
return of the Jews to Jerusalem, and the world is 
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already evangelized, and is full of dread of the 
things coming on the earth, the meeting between the 
Heavenly Bridegroom and his Bride must be near— 
but unspiritual eyes will not witness that august 
event, and the children of this world will not share 
in it. “Behold, I come as a thief!” 

3. The present is an eclectic age. As James put it 
in the historic meeting of Acts 15, God in the present 
dispensation is gathering out a people for his name. 
This people compose the Church. The Greek werd 
for church is equivalent to “called out.” The Church 
functions on earth from the hour of her formal in- 
stitution on the Day of Pentecost until Christ pre- 
sents her to himself, at the end of this dispensation 
or age, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. 
She will then be in very deed “a glorious church.” 
She will reign with Christ on the earth. It may be 
that, according to the apostle, as the heavenlies are 
the seat of the wicked spirits that rule the hearts of 
those that control human affairs, so the saints shall 
be raised to occupy the heavenlies—Satan and his 
hosts being cast out—and through the hearts of men 
shall guide and control human history for a thou- 
sand years of peace. Then the principles of the 
Kingdom of Heaven will become supreme, and it 
will no longer be necessary to recite as a daily 
petition, “Thy kingdom come.” 

4. That Israel is to be restored to the land given 
by covenant to Abraham is unmistakable. God's 
promise in Genesis 15 was so absolutely explicit. The 
statements in Ezekiel 36 and 37 are clear and positive; 
and they have mever been fulfilled. The highways 
of Isaiah 19: 23 may—without undue straining of the 
passage—refer to the railways which have been al- 
ready constructed from Egypt ‘into ‘Palestine, and 
thence to Damascus, Aleppo, and: the valley of the 
Euphrates: and there is’ no- impossibility: in: the 


vision of Egypt, Assyria, and ‘Palestine being united 


under a common Protectorate. ‘: 


That Israel will: have some collusion “with* the’ 


earthly reigning power is hitited at in ‘Daniel''9, but 
that alliance will be of limited duration, to be fol- 


lowed by the gathered allianéée of ‘Zechariah '14;' which, * 
when on the point of success, ‘will be broken ‘up by 


her witnessing 
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the visible advent of the Saviour. Then will they 
look on him whom they pierced and mourn because 
of him. Then will a fountain be opened for sin and 
uncleanness. Then will Joseph make himself known 
to his brethren, and they shall be reconciled to him, 
and he shall bid them dwell with him for ever. Then 
will the glorious visions of Romans 9g be realized, and 
all Israel shall be saved. Then will Ezekiel’s antici- 
pations of the re-uniting of the ten tribes with 
Judah and Benjamin be consummated. Then will the 
whole world be evangelized by the restored Hebrew 
people; and the long groaning of creation be ended. 

5. It is becoming clearer every day that all social 
betterment that is to be real and permanent must be 
based on Christ. Men cannot build a stable struc- 
ture on the principle of self, They must be pre- 
pared to accept as the basic principle of all well- 
being that self-sacrifice which brought our Lord to 
Calvary, and which is kept before the eye of Eternity 
in the appearance of the Son of man as the Lamb that 
had been slain. Those that will build truly must take 
as their foundation-stone that which God himself laid 
in the Death of the Cross. 


6. That there will be further effusions ? the 
Divine Spirit is clear. When the apostle in Acts 2 
quotes Joel’s prophecy of the pouring out of the 
Spirit on all flesh, he refrains from using the ordi- 
nary formula, “Then was fulfilled the prophecy,” ete. 
Instead of that he introduces the quotation with the 
words, “This is that which was spoken by the 
prophet Joel,” which suggests that his anticipations 
were not exhausted, but were capable of successive 
fulfilments in coming days, 


7. The present duty of the church is to exercise 
unction. She is to bear witness to 
these and similar truths as they are contained in 
Scripture. She does not need to argue or protest. 
Truth is self-evidencing, and by her witness to the 
truth she is to commend herself to every man’s con- 
science in the sight of God. It is not necessary for 
those who promulgate the principles of the Kingdom 
to argue. Their weapon is witness-bearing to the 
Truth, and the creating of the atmosphere in which 
men may consider, judge, and obey. It is certain 
that such witness-bearing will incur dislike and oppo- 
sition, It has always been so. Witnesses are gen- 
erally martyrs. But their lives, characters, and 
words are seed-germs which carry life, as the sea- 
birds carry to the coral isles the germs of vegetation. 


~ These are some of the thoughts which underlie our 
common. witness to the seven, positions mentioned in 
the Advent Testimony, and it is hoped that the result 
may be the rekindling of lamps and the regirding of 


loins, that we may be as those that wait for their Lord. 





Why Russellism Is False 


Some persons are circulating a report among some 
of the new subscribers that The Sunday School Times 
is a Russellite publication, or leans that way. Will you 
kindly make a corrective statement, so that these new 
members may not rest under the wrong impression?— 
A Pennsylvania Friend. 


The Sunday School Times counts Russellism one of 
the most dangerous of the false religions of to-day. 

Like Christian Science, Russellism or Millennial 
Dawn is the more dangerous because it professes to 
be based wholly on the Bible and on Christ. 

Because Russellism has especially stood for the 
return of Christ to this earth it has brought into 
disrepute the true New Testament doctrine of what 
Paul calls “the blessed hope” of our Lord’s return. 

Russellism denies the deity and eternal co-ex- 
istence of Christ with the Father. It says that Christ 
was a created being. And this in the face of God’s 
declaration that “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.... 
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us” 
(John 1:1, 13). 

Russellism declares that the doctrine of the Trinity 
is “unreasonable and unscriptural.” 

Russellism declares that the body of Jesus was 
never raised from the dead. It says, “Our Lord’s 
human body was, however, supernaturally removed 
from the tomb, because had it remained there it would 
have been an insurmountable obstacle to the disciples, 
who were not yet instructed in spiritual things. We 
know nothing about what became of it, except that it 
did not decay or corrupt. Whether it was dissolved 
into gases, or whether it is still preserved somewhere 
as a grand memorial of God’s love, of Christ’s obedi- 
ence, and of out redemption, no one knows.” 

Russellism says that Christ, as the chiefest of all 
God’s creatures, did not possess immortality before 
he came into the world, but secured immortality by 
obedience to the divine will. 

Russellism denies that it is necessary to accept or 
reject Christ during this earthly life-time, as the 
only way of salvation, and declares that those who 








have died tejecting Christ will be given another op- 
portunity, during the millennial age, for eternal life, 
the unscriptural doctrine of “a second chance.” 

Finally, Russellism is the unscriptural theory of 
annihilation, saying that those who reject even their 
“second chance” during the (unscriptural) further 
probation offered them in the millennium then -pass 
out of existence into extinction. 

No, The Sunday School Times is not a Russellite 
publication. But it is glad to be among those who are 
“looking for the blessed hope and appearing of the 
glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

The above facts about Russellism, and many more, 
will be found in such pamphlets as the following: 

“Mistakes of Millennial Dawn,” by W. B. Riley, D.D. 
(L. W. Camp, 1006 Harmon Place, Minneapolis, Minn., 
6 cents). 

“Millennial Dawnism. The Blasphemous Religion 
which Teaches the Annihilation of Jesus- Christ,” by 
I. M. Haldeman, D.D. (The Philadelphia School of the 
Bible, 1720 Arch Street, Philadelphia, 10 cents). 

“What Russellism Teaches,” by Dr. Haldeman (The 
Philadelphia School of the Bible, 2 cents). 

“All About One Russell,” by C. C. Cook (The Phila- 
delphia School of the Bible, 10 cents). 

“Somé Facts and More Facts,” by the Rev. J. J. Ross 
(The Philadelphia School of the Bible, 10 cerfts). 

“Russellism Unveiled,” by W. Biederwolf, D.D. 
(Glad Tidings Publishing Company, 602 Lakeside Build- 
ing, Chicago, 15 cents). 

“The Errors of Millennial Dawnism,” by James M. 
Gray, D.D. (Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 
North La Salle Street, Chicago, 2 cents.)- ‘ 

“Millennial Dawnism,” by D. M. Panton (Bible Truth 
Depot, Swengel, Pa., 5 cents) 

“Pastor Russell’s Date System and Teaching on the 
Person of Christ,” by J. H. Burridge (Bible Truth Depot, 

5 cents). 

“Why I Reject the Helping Hand of Millennial Dawn,” 
by W. C. Stevens (Bible Institute of Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles, Cal., 40 cents). 

“What of the Dead?” by William B. Riley, D.D. (Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles, 6 cents). 

“God or Russell, Which?”« by Clifton L. Fowler 
(Sword and Shield Tract Society, 1247 Niagara Street, 
Buffalo, N. Y., 20 cents a hundred). 

“The Heresy of Russell and Russellism,” by J. E. 
Hartzler (Sword and Shield Tract Society, 5 cents). 
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How a Christian Became Interested 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


A bit of personal reminiscence 





cae 
in the Jews 





J 





in a certain thing, it doesn’t make a particle of 

difference how little interested that man is as God 
begins. It is God’s purpose, not man’s lack of pur- 
pose, that wins. 

My interest in the Jew began, of course, before I 
was born. We do not need to be reminded of 
Ephesians 1: 4, where we read that “He chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world,” and has 
made our life plans for us; but coming down to more 
recent times than the foundation of the world, I have 
been interested to discover that a little detail in the 
lives of some relatives, sixty years ago, was to have 
a part in this: About 1856 an uncle, the late Dr. 
William C. Prime, a well-known New York lawyer 
and for years Editor of the New York Journal of 
Commerce, made the then unusual trip to the Holy 
Land, with his wife, my father’s sister. They brought 
back with them, among other interesting curios, a 
little engraved seal, which came into my mother’s 
ossession, and which, after I was born, she kept to 
ioe made into a ring for me when I should be old 
enough to wear it. The seal had a bit of olive 
branch engraved on it, and around this in Hebrew 
characters the words that greeted me at the back of _ 
the platform of this Conference the first day I en- 
tered this great tabernacle: Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem. I was a proud youngster when that ring 
was finally made and slipped onto my hand, though 
I had no interest then or for eats later in praying 
for the peace of Jerusalem. ut I am glad that I 
have that seal here in my hand at this moment; and I 
thank God that I have the privilege, now, of intelli- 
gently praying for Jerusalem’s peace. I know now, 
as I did not then, what the true peace of Jerusalem, 
when the Prince of Peace is reigning there, is going 
to mean, not only to the Jews, but to the whole world. 

My father, the late H. Clay Trumbull, was always 
deeply interested in what he believed was the great 


|: GOD decides to have a certain man interested 


‘earthly future that the Jews were going to have. I 


could not understand why he was so clearly convinced 
of this; to be sure, he said that he found it in the 
Bible, that God had promised it, and therefore that 
it must be brought to pass; but I had then only a 
sort of mild, condescending interest and curiosity 
concerning his conviction. 

He was a member of an “Oriental Club” in Phila- 
delphia, composed of both Jews and Christians, men 
who met together with a common interest in arch- 
eology and Oriental matters, and whose discussions 
in this field were wonderfully interesting. As a young 
man I sometimes had the privilege of going to meet- 
ings of the club, which were held in the homes of 
the different members, including our own home; and 
in that way I came to know personally some of the 
leading Jews of Philadelphia. ’ 

Toward the closing years of my father’s life, 
when he was a “shut-in” on account of ill health, a 
long-time friend of his, Rabbi Jastrow, died, and 
when a memorial service was held in one of the 
synagogues in his honor, the family wished a special 
message from ‘my father. Unable to attend in per- 
son, he wrote a letter of sympathy and fellowship, 
which I had the privilege of reading at the impressive 
memorial service in that Jewish synagogue. 


A Revolutionizing Friendship With a Jew 


You can understand how such details-and incidents 
as these were, unconsciously to myself, deepening my 
interest in the Jews as the years passed. But it was 
not until a good while later, in the summer of 1910, 
that I formed a new friendship with a Jew which 
revolutionized my life. This friendship went deeper 
than anything that had ever con: into my life be- 
fore. I hope I shall not seem irreverent when I tell 
you that the name of this Jew was Jesus Christ. 
May we never forget that our Lord was a Jew! 
True, I had known and received him as my Saviour 
at least twenty-five years before; nevertheless, only 
seven years ago last summer I came to know, in an 
utterly new way, my risen Lord and Saviour as my 
Life and my Victory. I found to my joy and amaze- 
ment that it was possible for any Christian to pass 
out of the seventh chapter of Roma. into the eighth 
chapter; and that I could now say with Paul that 
“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made 
me free from the iaw of sin.” Walking then in new- 
ness of life, I found that I had a new Christ; that I 
had been crucified with him, and it was no longer I 
that_lived, but he lived in me; and to me to live was 
Christ. 

Of course, I was not thinking at all, just then, of 
the fact that our Lord Jesus Christ was after the 
flesh a Jew; nor did I know at that time that my 
new “possessing my possessions” in Christ were to 
have any bearing on my interest in the Jews. But 





At Chicago in January of this year, in the great 
Mocdy Tabernacle, there was held a remarkable 
“Conference on Behalf of Israel.” It was called 
by leading Christian workers in co-operation with 
the Chicago Hebrew Mission, which for many years 
has been doing a soul-saving work among Jews. 

The Editor of The Sunday School Times was 
one of those invited to address this Conference. 
Realizing that, as a beginner in the great field of 
study represented by the Conference, he had no 
contribution to make such as others, veteran 
workers and Bible students, would be bringing, 
it occurred to him that it might be interesting to 
trace the steps by which God brought a Christian 
layman, in spite of almost entire indifference to 
the subject, te a living interest in the Jew. So 
the informal, personal message was given which 
is now shared with readers of The Sunday School 
Times. 

A full report of the Chicago Conference on Behalf of 
Israel, containing many n addresses and constitut- 
ing'a gold mine of value to Christian workers and Bible 
students who want to be really posted on the Word of 
God and what He is bringing to pass to-day among the 
Jews, is now ready, and may be had from the Chicago 
Hebrew Mission, 1505 South Sawyer Avenue, Chicago, at 
50 cents for single copies; 6 copies to one address, $2.75; 
12 copies to one address, $5. The reports are in paper 
binding, and these prices include postage. Readers can- 
render a large service to their own churches and Sunday- 
schools by buying a number of copies and circulating 
them freely. 








we 
now I know that that revolutionizing experience of 
victory in Christ was the one thing needed to open 
my eyes to. dispensational truth and to God’s plans 
and purpose for both the Church and the Jew. 

It was a short time after this that a conversation 
on a railroad trip with Dr. Robert M. Russell, now 
of the Moody Bible Institutc, gave me my first 
glimpse of Kingdom truth,—though I did not even 
then sense the bearings of it. A little later, in the 
home of Robert E. Speer, at Englewood, New Jersey, 
Mrs, Speer’s mother, Mrs. Bailey, of Harrisburg, now 
gone to be with her Lord, said to me quietly as we 
were talking over spiritual matters: “Have you ever 
specially studied the subject of the Second Coming 
of Christ?” 

“No,” said I, “I have not.” 

“Do so,” she earnestly replied; “and do so at once; 
it is the key to the Bible.” 


“Indwelling’s” Field Glass 


I could not escape that; and before long I was 
reading “Jesus Is Coming,” by W. E. Blackstone. 
I began to see, for the first time, the real message of 
the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. The things 
that had been so hazy and confused in my mind, as 
in the minds of all Christians who have not taken 
God’s clear ‘Word as to his purposes for Israel, the 
Church, and the nations, were cleared up for me. As 
Dr. James M. Gray has well said, when a man finds 
the indwelling Christ, then he begins to look for the 
returning Christ. And I saw, in connection with 
this, the simple Scriptural truth that it is not the 
Church, but the Jew, that is going to convert the 
world, and that this will be after Christ’s return, 
when the Jew shall have received and accepted his 
long-rejected Messiah Jesus. 

I began reading things on the Jew. I had the 
privilege of meeting David Baron, of London, and 
hearing him, in conversation and public address, 
unfold marvelous things from his study of God’s 
purposes for the Jew. I came across the little book 
entitled “Israel, God’s Covenant People,” by William 
L. Pettingill, Dean of the Philadelphia School of the 
Bible. Don’t get that book if you expect to read only 
part of it, for if you start it you will have to go 
straight through to the end. It is fascinating. I 
know of nothing better to put into the hands of any 
one who wants to know more about the Jews. 

Our brother who is at this conference, Mr. S. B. 
Rohold, of Toronto, gave me a copy of his book, 
“The War and the Jew”; again my eyes were opened 
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to marvelous facts as to the Jews of to-day and the 
place they are occupying in the destiny of the nations. 

As Editor of The Sunday School Times I began 
to realize that we must let the more than one hun- 
dred thousand Christian people to whom that paper 
was speaking every week-know something about these 
truths. So we began to share them with our readers. 
And when finally, after consultation with Mr. Baron, 
we worked out a special series of articles on Jewish 
topics and announced to our readers that we were 
going to publish these, we had an almost unprece- 
dented response from them in their eagerness to 
make sure of getting the | aha articles. 

I often think of the friendly word of a veteran 
Bible teacher, a few years ago, when he heard that I 
had been led into personal acceptance of the truth 
concerning our Lord’s Return, and was planning to 
share this blessing with the readers of The Sunday 
School Times. “Has he counted the cost?” he asked 
concerning me, of a mutual friend to whom he was 
speaking. Well, we who are privileged to work on 
The Sunday School Times were ready to pay any 
cost that God might ask, but you will be glad to 
know that the “cost” so far has been an increase in 
the circulation of The Sunday School Times of about 
thirty thousand subscribers. It is a good illustration 
of the “cost” that God often requires of us when we 
are ready to go the whole way with him. And I wish 
you could see the letters of gratitude and fellowship 
that we are receiving from readers all over the world, 
concerning the truths of victory in Christ and the 
Lord’s Return and His purposes for the Church and 
Israel. We are very grateful to our Lord for his 
wonderful leading. 

Through one of the articles in our Jewish series, 
which we had asked a leading Zionist to write, 
stating the aims and purposes and hopes of Zionism, 
I had the privilege of coming into personal touch with 
its author, Mr. Elisha M. Friedman, Secretary of the 
University Zionist Society of New York. My corre- 
spondence with him has been most interesting and 
illuminating to me; and through him I have come 
into touch with some of the literature of the Zionist 
organizations, which is fascinatingly intcresting read- 
ing. Are you all making it a point to keep in touch 
with such literature and with what the Zionists are 
doing? Every well-informed Christian should be. 
You can get information about such pamphlets and 
periodicals from the Federation of American Zionists, 
44 East Twenty-third Street, New York City. Read, 
for example, the pamphlet on “Zionism and Patriot- 
ism,” or another on “The Jewish Problem: How to 
Solve It,” both by Louis D. Brandeis, Esq., of the 
Supreme Court of the United ‘States. 

I have in my hand a letter from the Intercollegiate 
Zionist Association of America (the temporary 
headquarters of which is at 2554 McCulloh Street, 
Baltimore, Maryland), and to this letter there is 
affixed an interesting little stamp. The stamp pic- 
tures a bit of Oriental landscape, underneath which 
are some Hebrew characters, reading “The perpetual 
horn of Israel.” Zionists use the stamp on letters 
to call attention to the Jewish National Fund, which 
is intended “to perpetuate the life and the glory of 
Israel.” Zionism, you: know, “aims to create a pub- 
ficly recognized, legally secured home for the Jewish 
people in Palestine.” 

Thrilling Newspaper Reading 

One cannot intelligently read the newspapers to- 
day unless he is well posted on what God’s Word 
Says concerning both the present and the future of 
the Jews. Thrilling events are taking place before 
our eyes, in almost every part of the world, among 
both the Jews and the Gentiles, and all is heading up 
for the plainly foretold consummation of this age in 
relation to the Jews, the Church, and the Gentile na- 
tions. Instructed Christians know that “the horn of 
Israel” is indeed to be perpetuated; but not, alas, 
in the way that sincere and ardent Zionists hope. 
Zionism has its place in God’s plans, in bringing ‘the 
Jews back to their own land for the time being. But 
we know that the purpose of Zionism as it is to-day . 
is doomed to the most terrible faiiure and tribulation 
before God’s purposes can be worked out. We know 
also, praise His name, that that terrible failure and 
tribulation are to be ended by the personal and 
visible return of the Messiah of the Jews, Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom God hath made both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom they crucified (Acts 2: 36), 
and who shall deliver the remnant of faithful Jews 
out of the hands of the coming World-Emperor who 
will seek to exterminate them in a persecution in- 
finitely worse than the worst persections of Jews 
during all the past centuries. 

In his article on Zionism, Mr. Friedman paid a 
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high tribute to Mr. Blackstone, that Christian layman 
who has been so greatly used of God in turning the 
attention of God’s people to the Jews. Mr. Fried- 
man calls attention to the fact that Theodore Herzl 
himself was antedated five years by Mr. Blackstone 
in his advocacy of the re-establishment of a Jewish 
state, in Blackstone’s now well-known Memorial pre- 
sented to President Benjamin Harrison in 1891. 
This Memorial, signed by a long: list of the names 
of leading men of all faiths, Christian and Jewish, 
laymen and ministers, throughout the United States, 
etitioned the President of the United States to use 
fis good offices and influence with the governments 
of Russia, Great Britain, Germany, Austro-Hungary, 
Turkey, Italy, Spain, Krance, Belgium, Holland, 
Denmark, Sweden, Portugal, Rumania, Servia, Bul- 
garia, and Greece, “to secure the holding, at an early 
date, of an international conference to consider the 
condition of the Israelites and their claims to Pales- 
tine as their ancient home, and to promote, in all 
other just and proper ways, the alleviation of their 
suffering condition.” 

Twenty-six years after that petition was made, 
Jerusalem was taken from the Turks by the British 
forces under General Allenby. The newspapers the 
world around have been heralding this event as 
epoch-making, which it is. Taken in connection with 
Mr. Balfour’s notable letter to Lord Rothschild, giv- 
ing the Declaration of the British Government, it is 
thrilling. 

That Declaration reads: “His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment views with favor the establishment in Palestine 
of a national home for the Jewish people, and will 
use its best endeavors to facilitate the achievement 
of this object, it being clearly understood that noth- 
ing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and 
religious rights of non-Jewish communities in Pales- 
tine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by 
Jews in any other country.” 

A committee of members of this Conference has 
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been appointed to prepare a resolution to bring be- 
fore the Conference at its closing session, express- 
ing our deep interest in and sympathy with that 
Declaration.1 Of course, we recognize that the view- 
point of the Zionists is a different from 
our Christian viewpoint and that of the Scriptures, 

et we recognize also that God’s hand is in this bring- 
ing together, out of the valley of Ezekiel, of the dry 
bones of Israel, laying sinews upon them, and bring- 
ing up flesh upon them, and covering them with skin; 
and that at our Lord’s return God will put breath 
in them, and they shall live; and they shall know 
that he is Jehovah (Ezek. 37: 1-6). 

The Jews are God’s people. Jesus Christ was a 
Jew, and he was and is God’s Messiah to the Jews, 
and through the Jews to the whole world. So God’s 
plans for the Jews and for the evangelization of the 
world are inseparably bound together. May God for- 

ive us all that we have been so slow to put “the Jew 

rst,” and to keep the Jew first in our prayers and 
in our evangelizing until He come. May God use this 
Conference on Behalf of Israel to bring salvation to 
a great multitude of God’s Chosen People in our 
Christian land. : 





1The Resolution unanimously adopted by the Conference 
is as follows: 


“The friends of Israel assembled in Conference under the 
auspices of the Chicago Hebrew Mission, founded by 
William E. Blackstone, consisting of Hebrew and Gentile 
Christians, held at the large Moody Tabernacle, Chicago, 
January 22-25, 1918, take pleasure in declaring their sincere 
sympathy with, and joy in, the timely Declaration of the 
British Cabinet favoring the establishment in Palestine of 
a national home for the Jewish people. 

“The. Conference expresses its affection for ail Jewish 
people, and earnestly hopes that the spirit of liberality 
shown to them by the British Government and Christian 
people in general will be exhibited in turn by them towards 
their Hebrew brethren who believe in Jesus as the prom- 
ised Messiah of Israel.” 
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just for a Year 


By Lulu Linton 





gown worn by the leading soprano. To be sure, 

a full, plaited skirt was not overly becoming 
to an overly plump soprano, but Tom Benton knew 
quite well that if it hadn’t been the gown it would 
have been something else, for the discussion always 
started just after the Bentons returned from church 
services. Tom Benton did not start them. At first 
hé had joined it, by adding funny comments to his 
wife’s criticisms, but finding that the habit was grow- 
ing on both of them, he had changed his tactics, and 
taken up the position of defender for the faults and 
foibles of the church folk. This, however, only 
seemed to spur his wife on to more cutting criticism. 
Sometimes it was the minister, who drove her frantic 
with his limping, pointless sermons. Sometimes it 
was the untrained tenor in the pew just in front of 
them, or the uncurbed alto in the next pew. The 
Sunday-school superintendent murdered the King’s 
English, and the choir leader beat time “like chop- 
ping kindling.” On weekdays, it was the bossy head 
of the Aid Society, the tiresome leader of the Mis- 
sionary Society, or the unfailing exhorter at the 
prayer-meeting, all setting her nerves on edge, To- 
day it had been all of these, added to the soprano’s 
unbecoming gown. 

“It is all so terribly crude,” she fretted, “and I’m 
so hungry to go back where we had real church ser- 
vices,” and burying her pretty head in the couch pil- 
low, she sobbed tempestuously. 

It was the first time she had really cried from 
homesickness for the city and its ways; or at least 
it was the first time her husband had seen her cry 
over it, and he was distressed beyond measure. 

He bent over the couch, smoothing her hair the 
wrong way, trying all the time to find words of 
comfort. . : 

“Don’t cry, Wilma, honey,” he pleaded. “I never 
dreamed that you really cared so much. You make 
me feel like a tyrant, keeping you chained in 
a dungeon. We'll go back, if you feel so badly about 
it all. You know I can’t just drop everything all at 
once. We've got to live. But if I'll begin right away 
to plan for a change as soon as possible—if I could 
promise you that we would go back in a year—do you 
think you could stand it any better ?” 

Wilma Benton sat up suddenly, the tears and smiles 
making a queer combination on her face, “Oh, Tom,” 
she quavered, “do you think we can go back? I can 
stand anything, if I know it’s only for a year.” 

_She dried her tears and grew quite cheerful as they 
discussed all their plans for leaving the country 
town as soon as it could be done without too much 
sacrifice in her husband’s business. 

“It braces me up—just the knowing that I’m going 
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back,” she said happily. “Just to know that I’m to 
live where there are real folks again, and attend 
church services where things go smoothly, and you 
can sit back and feel sure that the preacher will 
preach and the singers will sing, and there won’t be 
a thing to jar on your nerves.” 

From that day Wilma Benton’s cheerfulness grew 
and her fault-finding ceased. It seemed so easy to 
overlook the things you disliked, when you could say 
to yourself: “It’s just for a year!” 

he found herself listening with more charity to 
the sermons that had seemed halting, and then she 
found suddenly that there was really less cause for 
criticism, Undoubtedly, the sermons were growing 
stronger, but she did not guess that it was. chiefly 
because one bright young face was lifted with kindly 
sympathy toward the pulpit, from the pew where the 
discouraged minister had learned to dread the look 
of criticism or cold indifference. 

“Our minister is improving,” she announced, after 
each service, and did not make any retort when her 
husband answered with the same words he had always 
used when she criticized, “He’s a fine, clear fellow, 
all right.” 

Then she invited the minister and his wife out to 
dinner, and in that one evening the four of them 
found that they had many things in common, and a 
lasting friendship was formed. It was this evening 
together which gave the minister courage to ask these 
two indolent members of his flock to take classes in 
the Sunday-school. Teachers were so badly needed, 
and so he pleaded with them to help, 

The Bentons did not make any promises to his 
first appeal, but later it was Wilma Benton who said: 
“I think we’d better help a while. We won’t mind 
it—just for a year.” 

It was through this work that they came really to 
know the superintendent, and saw how he regarded 
his work as a_sacred trust, not to be shirked or 
neglected, no matter how strongly he felt his lack 
of education; and also they learned that he had only 
agreed to take it and do his best when no one else in 
the whole school would be burdened with it. They 
felt a growing respect for the man, who, working so 
hard all day long to support his big family, was never 
too tired to hold conferences with his teachers or 
undertake any work in his Sunday-school. 

It was through the Sunday-school music that the 
choir-leader discovered their voices, and persuaded 
them to come into the choir. 

“It will be adding quite a bit to our burdens,” Tom 
said, as they talked it over at home. “There'll be the 
one evening each week.for regular choir practise, 
and all the extra meetings for Easter music and other 
special occasions.” 
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“But it’s just for the year,” Wilma explained, “and 
really, when we know we can be a help, I'm ashamed 
to refuse.” : 

About this time the minister preached a sermon 
that touched Wilma Benton’s heart. It wasn’t any 
new idea, just the old thought that we shall pass this 
way but once; but suddenly she found herself long- 
ing to leave some pleasant memories of herself, if 
this was her last year im the town. The ny were 
beginning to seem like real friends, and she didn’t 
want to go away and be forgotten immediately, She 
wanted to be remembered kindly, and she had done 
so little worth remembering. After that she tried 
harder to reach the hearts of the girls in her class, 
and succeeded so well that they were soon coming 
to her with their everyday problems, and they began 
staying with her for the church service, a thing 
almost unheard of in the church. And, when the 
girls stayed, then the boys of Tom’s class stayed, the 
touch of youth adding much to the interest of the 
service. One night, after a social for the two classes 
at the Benton home, an organization for the young 
peaple of the church—a thing for which the min- 
ister had worked and prayed, seemingly in vain,—just 
naturally formed itself, and went to work. 

The older women in the Aid Society and Mission- 
ary Society seemed to pa from commonplace, 
tiresome folks, to be either the mothers of Wilma’s 
girls, or of Tom’s boys, and then, almost before she 
knew it, Wilma Benton had come to appreciate them 
for their own real worth. 

The days and the weeks were all so full, and were 
speeding by so quickly, that Wilma forgot to say, 
“It’s just for a year.” 

Then came the day when Tom was hurried to the 
town hospital to be rid of a troublesome appendix, 
and Wilma felt that she could never have lived 
through those anxious hours if the minister’s little 
wife had not stayed by, holding her hands very close, 
and whispering words of encouragement. There fol- 
lowed days when Tom’s room at the hospital was 
kept bright with flowers, and the telephone at their 
home was kept busy with anxious inquiries and lov- 
ing messages, and nights when Wilma’s girls took 
turns staying with their teacher, and Tom’s boys 
came to‘attend to the furnace and clear all the paths. 

“I never saw such a place,” Wilma declared, in.a 
different tone from the one in which she had for- 
merly made the same statement. “I never dreamed 
that the whole church knew us—and cared.” She 
said this humbly, after she had told Tom all about 
alt the kind, helpful things that had been done during 
those trying days, 

And when Tom, strong and well again, stood with 
her in the choir, and they sang the glad, triumphant 
music of the Easter time, it seemed to Wilma Ben- 
ton that she, herself, had arisen to walk in a newer, 
better life. 

It was weeks after that, when Tom came hurrying 
home one day with some letters and papers in his 
hands. “Could you be ready to move within two 
weeks?” he asked excitedly. 

“Move!” There was consternation instead of joy 
in his wife’s voice. 

“Yes, move! I’ve a good chance to sell out here, 
and a splendid offer to go to the city, all on the same 
day. If we accept the offer in the city we must be 
there within fifteen days. Do you think you can get 
ready, and find a flat, etc.?” 

“I—why, Tom—how could we?” she_ gasped. 
“There’s your camping trip up the river, with your 
boys. You know their mothers wouldn’t let them go 
until you promised to go with them—they’d be so 
disappointed. And I’d planned little week-end parties 
for some of my girls who are overworked through 
the hot weather—they think our home is a perfect 
haven of rest—and there’s the choir—the leader finds 
it so hard to hold them through the summer, And 
your business is growing so—it would be a shame “3 

“But our year is up,” he insisted. “You only agreed 
to bear it with the understanding that it was just for 
a year. And now our opportunity has come, to go 
where there are real folks, and the services run 
smoothly, and the preacher preaches, and the 
singers——” 

“Tom Benton, hush!” and she clapped her plump 
hand over his smiling lips. “You were just putting 
on all that enthusiasm over your city offer. I know 
you don’t want to go back—and I don’t either. I’ve 
had the happiest year of my life, right here, and I’ve 
om the folks all lovable, when I came to know 
them.” 

“Then we'll stay,” her husband announced gaily. 
Then as he stooped to kiss her shining face, he added 
gently: “I wonder if you’ve ever guessed that you 
were never half so lovable in all your precious life 
as you’ve been while you were trying to make the 
best of things as they were, just for a year.” 

FRANKLIN, INp. 
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Every little while some one tells of a new way in 
which Mr. Howard’s “A Prayer Before the Lesson” 
is used. Would you like a little book of these 


prayers? The Sunday School Times Company has 
published one volume of them at 50 cents. 
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How Jesus Said This Age Would End 


In calm or cataclysm, 


eace or paroxysm ? 





By St. Clement 








Jesus upon this earth many centuries before the 
star of Bethlehem shone over the place of his 
birth. What they wrote concerning Him was in- 
spired by Himself; for the Jesus of the Christian 
was the Jehovah of the Jew. “All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16). The “more 
sure word of prophecy . . . came not in old time by 
the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1: 19-21). 
Jesus was introduced to the world by the prophets 
as “Immanuel,”—God with us. He was’ “The Word 
made flesh, and dwelt among us . . . full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14). He was “The Son of God 
... manifested, that he —_ destroy the works of 
the devil” (1 John 3:8). is “sufferings ... and the 
glory that should follow,” are portrayed in the Bible, 
rom Eden to Patmos, with ever expanding detail. 
Without exception or interruption, from any cause, 
the predictions setting forth the “sufferings” of Jesus 
have been literally and exactly realized at every 
point. Not “one jot or one tittle” has been changed. 
Nothing, of all that was written, has failed. Fulfil- 
ment has been undeviating in every least particular. 
Because Jesus became the literal replica of prophetic 
utterances which described his humiliation, we have 
certified warrant for building the house of our faith, 
concerning his future exaltation, upon the pronounce- 
ment of the Word of God. : j 
But the Golden Age of the world’s history, which 
will begin when our Lord returns to the earth, will 
be preceded by the fearful and fearsome throes of 
the dissolution of the present order of things. Jesus 
taught his disciples that it would be a 
time of the world’s greatest sorrow ; that 
perfidy and anarchy would prevail; 
that the tribulation would begin with 
wars, rumors of wars, famines, pes- 


Sess with prophetic torch, blazed the path of 


open shame.” 


“ Historically, premillenialists have been as loyal 
te Government as any company of people,” writes 
Dr. W. B. Riley, President of the Northwestern 
Bible Training School, Minneapolis, in a recent 
pamphlet “Christ Will Come Again.” He goes 
on to say: “And no intelligent premillenialist ever 
believed it was ‘God’s will the world should grow 
worse.’ Man’s perverse way so utterly opposes 
God’s will that he will eventually overthrow man’s 
regime and give the world to the reign of his 
righteous Son!” 








Except as Jesus is “wounded in the house of his 
friends,” the period of his sufferings is ended. But 
many have “fallen away.” They do not hesitate to 
“crucify the Son of God afresh, and put him to an 
They deny his Deity, discount the 
value of his death, and dispute the verity of his 
Word. 

The Bible forewarns us of these very conditions. 

The church of the last days will not contend for 
the faith “once for all” committed- to the saints. 
Many religious teachers have already “gone in the 
way of Cain,” whose beautiful religion rejected 
blood, They are “the enemies of the cross.” Through 
them the church will become a shell without a kernel. 
Jude says that they are “clouds . . . without water, 
carried about of winds; trees without fruit, . 
raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own 
shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness for ever” (Jude 12, 13). That 
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these terrific indictments apply to the teachers of the 
last days of this age is made plain by Enoch’s pro- 
phecy, which follows: “Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousands of his saints” (Jude 14). Intel- 
lectual girth and culture, and material prosperity, 
never availed to save souls—the end for which Christ 
died. Nor can the substitution of philanthropy for 
faith, the abandonment of prevailing prayer for 
elaborate processes of sociology and reform, and all 
the carefully wrought schemes of federated religion 
and humane endeavor, replace “the Gospel of Christ” 
which is “the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth” (Rom. 1: 16). ’ 

Many centuries ago God pictured these end-time 
conditions of church decadence. One of the perils 
of “the last days” is seen in “lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof” (2 Tim. 3: 4, 5). Only the 
church has “the form of godliness.” Jesus asked, 
“When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith 
upon the earth?” (Luke 18:8.) Why should he have 
asked that question? Of the end of the “lukewarm” 
church he says, “I will spue thee out of my mouth” 
(Rev. 3:1). 

Is it possible for an ecclesiasticism spiritually de- 
cadent, however powerful materially and intellectu- 
ally, to convert the world? “Like begets like,” 
whether physical, mental, or spiritual. Jesus said, 
“That which is born of the Spirit is spirit’; also, 
“Except a man be born .. . of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5, 6). Can 
mankind be converted when the supernatural has been 
relegated as junk? 


Moreover, the Bible does not antici- 
pate that the church shall convert the 
world. Why? Because: 


1. The harvest will not be gathered 





tilences, and earthquakes; that great 
trial and persecution would be suffered 
by the saints ; that there would be distress 
and perplexity, “men’s hearts failing 
them for fear”; that the love of many 
would grow cold; that false teachers 
would seduce from truth; that anti- 
christs would deceive many’; that ‘there 
would be natural disturbances; and that, 
finally, the sign of the Son of man would 
appear in the sky and be followed by Or. 
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2. The angels, not the church, will 
be the reapers (Matt. 13:39). 

3. The ingathering “will “include 
wheat and tares (Matt. 13:30); and 
fish, both good and bad’ (Matt. 13: 47- 
A converted world could yield 
<< good trops and good catches of 

sh. 


4. The days which provoked the 
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coming “King of kings.” Even now, 
some kings of the earth who have con- 
spired against him are being broken 
“with a rod of iron.” In the_end they 
will be “dashed in pieces like a potter’s 
vessel.” The Stone cut out of the 
mountain without hands first smote the 
world-image, grinding it into dust “like 
chaff of the summer threshingfloors ; and ) 
the wind carried them away, that no 
place was found for them; and the 
stone that smote the image became a 
great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth” (Dan. 2:35). Such will be the 
end, and the manner of it, of the 
world’s proud and selfish civilization. 
God will say of it, as he said of the 
finished product of Babylon, “Thou art 
weighed in the balances, and art found 
wanting.” 

The preceding general statement pre- 
sents, in outline, the principal features, 
as taught in the Scriptures, of the clos- 
ing years of the present age. Let us 
specialize on a few matters which now 
excite deep and wide-spread interest 
among people who yet hold the Word of 
God to be more reliable than human 
wisdom ; for we observe that the oppo- 
nents of the doctrine of our Lord’s im- 
minent return give the Bible a wide berth 
in the breezy arguments which they 
blow against God’s statements. Only 
the Infinite knows the future. What he 
says should, at least, be considered. 














keeping time 


appeared in the December, 1917, issue. 
magazine devoted to the ‘deeper things of the Christian life.’ ”’ 
of its Editor, William Colby, The Sunday School Times here reproduces the diagram. 
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converted world be thus occupied? 


How, then, about the heathen? Are 
they never to be brought into Christ's 
fold? Yes! when Christ returns they 
with will become his “inheritance” from the 
! Father. The Jews, having accepted him 

as Messiah, will be commissioned. to 
evangelize them. The Jews will be phe- 
nomenally successful in the work. They 


’ will make converts, then, faster than 
received 


fexcnediately they make money now. “In those days it 
whither 


shall come to pass, that ten men shall 
take hold out of all languages of the 
nations, even shall take hold of the skirt 
of him that is a Jew, saying, We will 
go with you; for we have heard that 
God is with you” (Zech. 8:23). It is 
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gh fy oy Be nations of to-day may be regarded as 
ng oa “heathen” in “those days.” The “saw- 
PAY Lit t.b, dust trails,” now ccnfined to tabernacles, 


will be enlarged and extended through- 
out all God’s great outdoors. New 












“In the Fourth Watch of the Night" was the title of an editorial in The Sunday 
School Times of October 6, 1917, based on Mark 13:35, a passage in the Sunday- 
school lesson for June 2, and interpreted in this issue of the Times. 
sought to show that as Christ did not return in the first three watches of the night 
of this age,—the evening watch of the Early Church, the midnight watch of the Dark 
Ages, or the cock-crowing watch of the Reformation,—there remains only one watch 
in which he can return. And Matthew, in his parallel passage, says, ‘In the fourth 
wetch of the night he came unto them."" The cartoonist, Russell Byrum, in The 
Intercessor (St. Louis, Mo.), drew inspiration from this editorial for a diagram which 
The Intercessor is ‘* an independent monthly 
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trails, from every nation under heaven, 
will lead to Jerusalem; just as all roads 
once led to Rome. If anybody refuses 
to conform to the worship of the new 
regime, the rain will be withheld from 
their fields until they repent and go up to 
Jerusalem to observe the re-established 
feast of tabernacles which will celebrate 
the King’s great spiritual harvest of the 
whole world (Zech. 14: 16, 17). 

Can permanent peace be concluded be- 
tween the nations during this age? Nol 





286—«w . 


Armistices and treaties, probably, will be decreed; 
but they cannot endure. Power has been given to the 
rider of the “horse that was red... to take peace 
from the earth, and that they should kill one an- 
other” (Rev, 6: 4). ; : 

In 1914 the world was singing the universal 
“peace” concert. Of it Paul predicted, “When they 
shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction 
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child; and they shall not escape” (1 Thess. 5:3). 
Isaiah says, “His name shall be called . . . The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will perform this” (Isa. 9:6, 7). Omnipotence 
will be required to restore what Satanic malevolence 
and human incompetency and greed have banished 
from the earth. 

Will the return of Christ to the earth be literal 
and personal? Certainly! Why not? Was not the 
first advent literal and personal? As the clouds re- 
ceived his visible body, when he ascended, so will he 
return “with clouds” (Matt. 24:30). “This same 
Jesus ... shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:9-11). “Every eye 
shall see him” (Rev. 1:7). “His feet shall stand in 
that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east” (Zech 14:4). The city which 
rejected him, compassed by armies, will be delivered 
by him. 

Every age of human testing, beginning with that of 
our first parents in Paradise, and concluding with 
that of the rejected present amnesty of God’s grace, 
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has terminated and will terminate in moral and spirit- 
ual insolvency. The end of our own times, presaged 
by Jesus, in type, by the horrors of the fall of Jeru- 
salem under Titus, will be the climacteric of all woes. 
“Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and the sea” 
(Rev. 12:12). | 

The day is coming when wealth, position, and culture 
will not avail for safety. Here is the declaration of 
God’s Word: “The kings of the earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free 
man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks 
of the mountains; and said to the mountains and 
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him 
that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb; for the grest day of his wrath is come; and 
who shall be able to stand?” (Rev. 6: 15-17.) 

Is there any way by which we may keep informed 
and abreast with God’s work in the momentous hap- 
penings which now stir the hearts of men? 

Only as we become prayerful and diligent students 
of the prophetic Word. Paul says, “But of the times 
and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I 
write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that 
the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night. ... But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that 
that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all 
the children of light, and the children of the day; 
we are not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore 
let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and 
be sober” (1 Thess. 5:1-6). The day has arrived 
when the real body of Christ, thrilled by the “signs 
of the times” and the intelligence communicated by its 
Head, should be “ready,” “watching,” and “waiting” 
to be caught up “to meet the Lord in the air.” 





The End of War on the “School of Peace” 


Why Moslem mothers are ready to surrender 
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The grief of those Confederate soldiers at Chancellorsville was poignant when they 
found that by mistake, in the darkness of approaching night, they had mortally 


wounded their own general and friend, Stonewall Jackson. 


But it is infinitely more 


tragic when Moslem women persecute teachers who bring the Bible to their daughters 


and to them—for woman’s truest friend has always been the Word of God. 


Isn't. 


Miss Putney’s picture, however, of heroic Christian women’s school for Moslem 
women full of the bright colors of hope and promise ? 


Ericsson’s school.” The neighbors call it 

Madraset-es-Salaam, “the school of peace.” 
But she and her associate, Miss Eklund, whose com- 
bined faith and labor have made it under God what 
Dr. Zwemer calls the best school for M slem girls 
that he knows, always say “the Lord’s work here.” 
They are more correct than we. For these thirty 
years God has shown himself the Wonderful One to 
this Swedish woman who has not been disobedient to 
the heavenly vision. 

In an effort to enter Arabia, which seemed to them 
the neediest Moslem field, they were led to Port 
Said in November of 1911. They had no friends, no 
material equipment, and almost no money, but they 
did have what was more valuable,—the love of God 
in their hearts and lives, good common sense, real 
love for the people, and the confident belief that God 
had called them to missionary work for Moslems. 
They had already had experience in the use of an- 
other dialect of Arabic and with the people of Tunis, 
so they came well prepared. Let Miss Ericsson tell 
you in her own words of the beginnings in Port Said: 
“We took rooms in the Moslem quarter, and soon our 
neighbors began to ask, ‘When are you going to open 
the school,—we want to send our girls?’ They kept 
on asking till we understood it was the Lord’s call. 
Then the Moslems of their own accord sent out a 
crier, Arab fashion, to announce the opening of the 
school! Then God laid the foundation, and we went 
forward praising him.” 

From then until now the school has prospered. 
There are now more than two hundred girls on the 
roll, and the daily attendance often reaches 180, all 
but four of them Moslems. They study the same 
things our children do,—reading, writing, arithmetic, 
a little geography, hygiene, singing,—all in Arabic, of 
course; and in addition English, needlework, house- 
keeping, cooking, and the Bible. Like all Oriental 
girls they especially enjoy their needlework and dis- 
play it to visitors with great pride. If you could 
hear them sing you would catch a glimpse of their 
joy in their school, for Egyptian children are often 
very indifferent about singing. 

From the early days there has been more or less 
persecution, in spite of the cordial welcome given at 
first. Several girls have been removed from the 
school because they were required to have daily 
Bible lessons, though most of them returned later. 
Miss Ericsson always tells complaining parents that 
she has a Christian school, and if they do not wish 
their daughters to read the Bible they may take them 
away. She tells of two cousins who were thus.re- 
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moved. They liked the school, with its cleanliness 
and order and its spirit of love and joy, and they 
begged their parents to let them stay. But they had 
to leave. As ‘they collected their books and began 
to say good-bye to the teachers and the other girls, 
their companions began to cry, and some followed 
them home to beg their parents to let them stay. 
The next morning the two girls came with a request 
that Miss Ericsson go to see their mothers. She 
went that afternoon full of hope, only to hear at first 
reviling and cursing. When the two mothers had 
had their say, Miss Ericsson told them they had no 
right to speak so badly about the Gospel when they 
had not heard it, and asked permission to read from 
it. They and the neighbors who had come to hear 
what was going on said they would like to hear. As 
sie read, they kept interrupting with “Truly,” “Cer- 
tainly,” “These are good words,” and at the end the 
mothers said, “This is all good. You may teach the 
girls what you like in school, but do not let them 
bring the Book home.” 

Later some friends in England sent seven Arabic 
Bibles as presents to the school. It happened that at 
that time there were just seven girls who could read 
by themselves, ‘so each one was given one of the 
pretty new Bibles. That afternoon the girls wanted 
to take them home to show to their parents, but of 
course Miss Ericsson would not let the cousins take 
theirs. They were much disappointed, but came next 
morning with a message from their mothers saying 
that since the Bibles were presents from England 
they might bring them home. 3 

Miss Ericsson likes best to relate how God is 
working in the lives of the girls and the teachers, 
and how wonderfully he has provided during these 
six and a half years for all their needs. In the last 
months several of the girls have openly confessed 
Christ. One has to live in a Moslem land to under- 
stand what that means to a young girl ina home where 
everything is against her. Some confess their faith 
in the school, but they dare not face the suffering, 
shame, and persecution in their own homes. 

And the fight goes on. Miss Ericsson recently 





You're wondering to whom to send that gift of money 

for this blessed work of Miss Ericsson? Just send it to 

The Sunday School Times, being sure to specify “* Miss 

Ericsson's School,”” and your gift will — across 
the waters into needy Moslem field. 
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put God’s Word into the hands of a new class. She 
writes: “You should have seen those twenty-seven 
girls when we told them we were going to let them 
try to read the text for the Bible lesson. They 
jumped for joy and some kissed the Book.” 

The girls are showing the results of the Christian 
teaching in their daily een One day tne Bible les- 
son was on the story of the bitter waters of Marah. 
When they were talking about the meaning of the 
story to them, one of the little girls said, “It means 
the stick by which you punish us and then we be- 
come good.” One morning Zeinab, one of the 
pupils, looked very sad at the daily prayer ser- 
vice. On being asked why she was so sad she 
said, “I have used bad words to the doorkeeper this 
morning.” She was sorry and wanted to ask him to 
forgive her. Later she went down with Sitt Adma, 
one of the teachers, to the hardened old Moslem door- 
keeper, and with tears in her eyes, Zeinab asked him 
to forgive her because she was sorry for what she 
had said. He was much touched, for penitence is a 
rare thing among Moslems. 

Early last autumn two little Moslem boarding 
pupils were sent to them. They are being trained to 
become good little housekeepers, and are making ex- 
cellent progress in their studies. Best of all, they 
love to hear and sing about the Lord Jesus. Now 
this week two more have been added. This is a sign 
of real confidence on the part of the people. 

One of the great joys in this work is the growth in 
efficiency and grace on the part of the three Syrian 
teachers who have been in the school for several 
years. They receive very small salaries, but they 
seem content for the sake of the service they can 
render. One had a situation offered her with a high 
salary, and for a while she considered taking it for 
the sake of the greater help she could give her family. 
Finally she decided to stay with Miss Ericsson, say- 
ing she was sorry she had ever thought of “leaving 
God’s work in order to get money.” Another 
teacher, at a time of special need, gave a month’s 
salary to Miss Ericsson for the use of the school. 

It is in just such ways as this that the school and 
the home have been provided for up to this time. 
All the girls who are able pay something for tuition, 
but none came from wealthy homes and some are 
almost destitute. Miss Ericsson and Miss Eklund 
never ask for money from human friends, but, as 
they often say, the Lord provides for His own work. 
Many times they have had an almost empty purse as 
the day approached for the payment of rent or the 
salaries of the teachers, but. before the money has 
been actually needed the required amount has come 
in, sometimes from the most unexpected sources. 

One of their greatest trials has been the difficulty 
of securing a suitable building. In the first few 
months after their arrival in Port Said, Miss Eklund 
nearly died of typhoid contracted in the unsanitary 
surroundings in which they lived. Several times 
since they have moved, each time into more suitable 
premises. The Moslem owner of the apartment 
house on one floor of which they have lived and kept 
the school for the last two and a half years has 
threatened many times to put them out, on the ground 
that he did not want a school in his house, but up to 
last summer-he has been restrained from carrying out 
his threats. At that time he told Miss Ericsson that 
he would have her and her school no longer in the 
house, but he finally consented to let her stay until 
December with the extra payment of $10 a month for 
the last quarter. This man died in the autumn, but 
his successor is just as unreasonable. He has forced 
her to give up the seven best rooms on the floor she 
occupied and has given her in their place four rooms 
up-stairs on the other side of the house, so they suf- 
fer from over-crowding and bad sanitary conditions. 

For the last six months they and their friends have 
been looking for a better place. There are very few 
houses in or near the Moslem quarter which are at 
all suitable for her purposes. Besides, no Moslem 
owner wants a Christian school in his house. They 
will never be comfortably settled till they have a 
house of their own. They would be in despair if 
they did not feel sure, as Miss Ericsson wrote last 
autumn, that the Lord “has some plan that He will 
reveal in His own time.” Then when no way was 
open before them and the landlord was urging them 
to go, she writes, “There was not one single house 
that we could get, and we did wonder what our 
Father meant to do. Then a house was offered us to 
buy, and wonderful enough a little money was sent 
tous. Imusttell youthe story. A friend in Switzer- 
land gave £200 for a house a long time ago, but 
we could not cash the draft then. Now that money 
has come again and we could cash it. I think about 
three years ago Miss Trotter sent us £2 ($10) from 
her little native church (of converts from Islam) 
towards a house. Of course none could be got for 
such a price; at the same time it encouraged ~us to 
pray and believe that the Lord could provide a house 
(of our own). Then we received unexpectedly about 
£1100, a little inheritance from my father.” 

That gave them the hope that they would be able 
to,buy this house, which was very suitable, but while 
they were searching for some gne to take the neces- 
Sary mortgage the house was sold to another. That 
had seemed. such a happy solution for their’ diffi- 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 2 (Mark 13:1 to 14:9) 


culties that they were naturally disappointed, but 
saw in it the hand of the Lord, who “is even more 
concerned in this matter than we are,” Miss Ericsson 
writes. “I am sure He will do something in His 
own time and His own way.” So they are waiting 
and believing that he will “:how his glory” as he has 
so often in the past. s 
But he reveals himself through men. Shall we let 
him “show his glory” through us to them? Is his 
work undone for lack of a willing heart? 
“Only through men does He speak to men! 
Dumb must He be apart! 
I do not know, but I wish to-day 
I had let the Lord Christ have His way.” 


Port Sap. 









Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








roe notes om his -— Bible ange om bole 
i marked years of persona ly. 
pate tasks Mods ie Wie eB te comah wok 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times, -- 
“Your Study Bible.” 


But each one should do hic own Bible reading, and prayerfully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. nS ames 
your Bibles to write in notes such as these articles give, or discov- 


eries of your own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints. Fhe tower cansien tor beak outlines end dbeations. The 
side ins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
Sach, cakend ame & ach bak Make the Book your 
own. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you” (Josh. | : 3). 

The following plan for marking is helpful : 


* At the top of the page—topical notes. 
Al the halt lekical notes 





At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 


Job 


Book of Patience, or the Secret of Living in a 
uffering World 


Key-word: “Tried’”’ 


Key-text: ‘‘He knoweth the way that I take: when 


he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold” 
(23 : 10) 
Outline 
1. The Narrative (chaps. 1 and 2). 
2. The Controversy (chaps. 3 to 41). 
3. Conclusion (chap. 42). 


This book—Lightfoot thinks it'came to Moses in 
his Midian sojourn—deals with:the world-old mys- 
teries of human life, Why do the righteous suffer? 
What is the meaning of it? Why does God permit 
it, especially with his own? 

The drama of Job is an effort to solve these prob- 
lems, and we believe the pen that wrote it was in; 
spired of God. 

Proverbs says, “Righteousness is blessedness.” 
Ecclesiastes and Job, as Demming shrewdly intimates, 
present two apparent exceptions. One speaks of dis- 
appointment, the other of pain; one tells us what true 
righteousness is; the other, true blessedness. Eccle- 
siastes concludes: There is no righteousness and no 
blessedness apart from living with God. Job dis- 
covers that there is no blessedness and no righteous- 
ness apart from submitting to God. Both together 
say, Give God the glory: yield and wield. 

Job seems to have been written to guard the Jew 
from a notion that he was and is in danger of fall- 
ing into, that he has a corner in-holiness and that 
there is revenue in it for him; ¢. e¢., serving God for 
profit. But as Farrar says, This book anticipates the 
Christian principle that we are to serve God for 
goodness’ sake alone, whether we receive pay or pain. 

Prosperity is said to be the blessing of the Old 
Testament, and adversity of the New; but, in the end, 
“all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his 
purpose” (Rom. 8: 28 

The main controversy is, Why does God permit 
the righteous to be afflicted? 

Job, among the ashes, cries out, “I .cannot under- 
stand it; it does not seem right.” 

Job’s wife, looking on, wails, “It is all wrong; 
your religion is a failure, curse God and die.” 

Eliphaz says, with poor consoiation to the sufferer, 
“God is great and unerring. What have you done 
to bring this about?” 

Bildad speaks out, “God is just. Confess your 
faults.” 

Zophar, in his. turn, says, “God is wise. He know- 
eth vain men.” 

Wretched comforters these for- poor Job. 

But here comes in Elihu, God’s man, and he says, 
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Fe) ag good: look up, and trust Him—for he is 


Then Jehovah himself speaks from the whirlwind 
as if in confirmation of Elihu’s appeal, “I am God, 
and beside me there is none else.” 

And now Job falls prostrate in surrender and 
adoration to say, “Lord, Thou art God: Thou doest 
all things well, I will trust and not be afraid.” 

Here is his final confession, that sums it all up: 
“I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: 
but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor 
myself [count myself out], and repent in dust and 
ashes” (42:56). 

It is the victory of submissive faith, When we 
bow to God’s will, we find God’s way. Stoop to 
conquer. Bend and obey. This is the lesson of Job. 
Marginal Hints 

Ecclesiastes preaches; Job practises. 

Proverbs says, “Be good, and you will be happy.” 
Job says, “Be happy [in Ged] and you will be good.” 

There has been but one patient sufferer, Jesus. 
And He is our righteousness and our blessedness. 

“All sickness is sin,” say Job’s comforters to-day. 
Jesus says, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 
11:28). God’s comfort. 


Marked Texts 


“Hast not thou made an hedge about him?” (1: 10.) 
The untried innocence of Eden. Dr. Pierson finds 
in Job the whole Bible and God’s way of salvation 
in outline. 

“Curse God, and die (2:9). Literally, say good- 
bye to God, the voice of despair. 

“Let the day perish wherein I was born (3:3). The 
cry of the flesh under affliction (see Isa. 38: 10). 
Dr. Thirtle, of England, thinks Isaiah told this story 
of Job to Hezekiah in his sickness. 

“He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in 
seven there shall no evil touch thee” (5:19). The 
secret of the untroubled life. There is no ‘seventh 
trouble,—it is gone! 

“I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth” (19:25). 
The Christian is the man who knows. For the 
certitudes of the faith read i John 5. 


OBERLIN, OHIO. 
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The Man Who “Proved” God 
By Rosalind Goforth 


“toe last of a long stream of patients had just 


gone. It was five o’clock and the tired doctor 
turned" his face once more towards the rear of the 
Mission ‘Compound where lay his beloved garden, 
‘his orie Source: of relaxation after a long day spent 
in fighting disease and death. 
To-day as he reached the inner gate, something, 
shall we not more truly say Some One, seemed to 


‘impel him to turn about and retrace his steps, he 


knew not why ; back past the dispensary door he went 
till he reached the main gateway. 
* * * « x 


Two men, carrying a stretcher upon which lay a 
sick man, came staggering along the road leading past 
the mission premises. They were evidently not in the 
best of humor, for as they mopped their streaming 
brows frequent oaths escaped them. Suddenly, as 
they reached the mission gate, they dropped their 
burden with a cruel thud upon the ground, for both 
bearers had caught sight of the foreigner coming up 
to the gate. This was by far too interesting a sight 
to miss, so both men squatted down to rest while 
they watched with keenest interest this foreign man 
of whom they had heard many wonderful stories, but 
whom they had never seen. 

The doctor, with true instinct, walked straight to 
the sick man and raised the cloth covering his face. 
Hardened though he was to all kinds of “cases,” what 
he saw evidently shocked him, for he gave an ex- 
clamation of surprise. 





W. B. Riley, M: . Gregg, Mark 
Matthews, and the Revs. P. W. Philpot, Herbert Mac- 
kenzie, and A. E. Thompson, and Dean W. L. Pettin- 
gill. The program provides an orderly, connected scheme 
of prophetic study. Charles M. Alexander will lead a 
choir of 500 voices. Full information may be had from 


J. D. Adams, Executive Secretary, Room 1310 Morris 
Building, Philadelphia. 
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“Where are you taking him?” he asked the bearers. 

“Home,” they replied. 

“But do you know he will certainly die?” 

“That’s certain,” was the answer. ‘“We' were con- 
sidering as we came up whether we would not just 
bury him as he ts, for neither of us cares to stand for 
forty li (14 miles) more what we have from those 
last forty hi.” 

The doctor knew well that it meant for him many 
months of hard fighting with a most loathsome disease, 
with only a rare chance of success, yet in the true 
spirit of his Master he did not hesitate, but said: 

“Give him to me. If he can be saved I'll save him. 
If he dies he will have proper burial.” 

The following day at the missionaries’ noon 
prayer-meeting much interest was aroused as the 
doctor told of his strange leading and the result. 
Earnest prayer acose for Lu Yung Kwan, the sick 
man, whose past history made his case seem the more 
hopeless. He had been a Juggler, and for many years 
had lived an exceedingly bad, depraved life. 

The history of the year that followed could better 
be told by the doctor or his colleague who worked, 
rather fought, for Lu Yung Kwan’s salvation of 
soul and body. But the day came when he went 
from the mission hospital healed in body and soul. 

Twice in the months that followed Lu Yung 
Kwan fell; the second time he went back to his old 
life so deep and so long that his mission friends 
almost gave up hope of him. But God had mercy 
upon him. He rose again this time, as his future 
life proved, a new creation in Christ Jesus. 

Rarely has there been a more striking iilustration of 
Paul’s words, “Put off the old man with his deeds,” 
than Lu Yung Kwan’s after life. He opened a 
bakery in a region where there were no Christians. 
From the first he determined to obey the injunction 
of Malachi 3:10, “Bring ye the ie tithe . . : and 
prove me now ... saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.” He not only gave a tithe of all that 
he made to the Lord, but put aside for Him one 
copper out of every dollar, “Just to bless the rest!” 
On his counter was always a place for Christian 
books, many of which he gave away; he was ever 
on the alert to bear witness to what the Lord had 
done for him. 

He married a bright Christian girl, who proved 
herself to be a true helpmeet to him. Four beauti- 
ful children came to their home: one girl, whom they 
named Glory, and three boys, Paul, Luke, and Joseph. 
It is not too much to say that the Lord prospered 
this man in all that he did. As an example of this: 
One year almost famine conditions prevailed through- 
out Lu Yung Kwan’s region. The missionary was 
visiting the little church there. One day he and' Mr. 
Lu went for a walk. The missionary noticed a fine 
field of millet, in such striking contrast to the poor 
crops surrounding that he inquired whose it was. 
Mf. Lu then admitted it was his. 

Some time later when visiting that region the 
writer had a long conversation with Mr. Lu, during 
which he said: “I know why the Lord allowed me 
to fall twice; it was because I was too self-confident. 
I had to learn Christ must be all and I nothing!” 
A few months later he had gone to be with his Lord, 
leaving behind him his widow and children com- 
fortably provided for, and a band of Christians to 
testify to God’s faithfulness in opening “windows of 
blessing” for those who dare to prove Him. 

CHANG-TE-HO, CHINA. 
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On the Life Path: An Illustration 


OF may be walking through the woods above 
Lake Itasca, and, scarcely thinking of what he is 
doing, step across a tiny stream near where it gushes 
out at a pretty spring among the rocks, and turns 
toward the sunny Southland. 

Suppose he does not step across there, but walks 
on and on beside it, waiting for a better place or 
seeing no necessity of the step. And suppose that by 
and by he wants very much to be on the other side 
of the great Mississippi River; will it not take a 
great deal of effort, and will not the crossing make 
a profound impression upon his mind? Yet once 
over, he will not be any more definitely on the other 
side than had he stepped across the Itasca rivulet. 

Such is the crossing we call conversion—when the 
heart of a man comes over to the side of the Great 
Leader. 

Early in life, owing to inheritance, home training, 
or Christian companionship, it is an easy step. It is 
natural; it may be taken with eyes looking upward. 

But the farther he goes, the wider, deeper, and 
fiercer the current that divides. Crossing then takes 
struggle and will-power and courage; and when at 
last accomplished, he has a sense of victory that 
forever abides in his consciousness. 

But even so, the mature or aged convert is no more 
on the other side than he who stepped lightly and 
light-heartedly over in the days of youth,.who all 
these years has come walking serenely on toward 
the land, not of sunshine, but of Eternal Glory.— 
Lee McCrae, Orange, Cal. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


T WAS a wonderful tribute of love paid by a 

French general to the first three American soldiers 

who gave their lives as part of ‘America’s army in 
this present war. The rain was pouring down, one 
day last November, as the coffins of the three dead, 
draped in the folds of the flag for which they had 
died, were borne by comrades to a hollow square 
formed by American soldiers and veteran French 
troops, according to a dispatch in the Philadelphia 
Evening Ledger. “From the massed ranks there 
stepped a French general. He walked straight to 
the three coffins, reverently hesitating at the first. 
Then he stiffened to the salute, doffed his cap, bowed, 
his face lined as though the mute remains before him 
were of his own children. ‘Private Enright,’ he said 
softly; ‘and Private Gresham; and Private Hay: in 
the name of France I bid you farewell. Of your own 
free will you left your happy, prosperous country and 
took your place by our side, You fell facing the foe 
in hard, in desperate, hand to hand fight.’” 

It was a beautiful service, never to be forgotten by 
those who were there. Let us contrast it with the 
wonderful scene when Mary anointed Jesus’ ’ body 
“beforehand for the burial.” 


Our Background Material 


Let the teacher, in advance and at home, fread care- 
fully the following passages of Scripture: Genesis 
3:15; Hebrews 2: 14-16; Genesis 12: 1-7; 13: 14-17; 
15: 1-21; 49:10; 2 Samuel 7: 12-16; Isaiah 53; Luke 
24: 25-27; Acts 17: 1-3; 1 Peter 1:10, 11; Luke 1: 
30-33; John 1:11; Luke 19: 11-27; Acts 1: 6-11; 15: 
13-17; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Isaiah 11:4; 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-10; Revelation 20: 1-6; Isaiah 


: 3-9. 

If one will take the time (and it will not take long) 
to read those passages carefully, he will have a brief 
statement, from God’s own, Word, concerning both the 
first and second comings of Christ to this earth, with 
the results. Then write on slips of paper such se- 
lections from those passages as may be read aloud 
in class. 

These passages, with much other valuable material, 
are brought together in a pamphlet by Dr. James M 
Gray, of the Moody Bible Institute, “Studying the 
Second Coming for Yourself” (Bible Institute Col- 
portage Association, 826 North La Salle Street, Chi- 
cago, 5 cents). This pamphlet first appeared as an 
article in the Times of February 6, 1915. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


Sixty-foot stones are pretty substantial. A _ build- 
ing made of them ought to last. Can you imagine the 
amazement of the disciples when Jesus told them of 
such a building, “There shall not be left here one 
stone upon another” (v. 2)? See the striking facts 
about the temple, and other “indestructible” things, 
given by Mr. Rogers (1). 

There are six divisions of chapter 13; Mrs. Askew 
shows that these are, in the items following the first 
paragraph of her lesson article. The chapter can 
readily be taught from those six divisions. 

Notice that the “Olivet discourse” (Mark 13; Mat- 
thew 24; Luke 21) was chiefly Jewish and addressed 
to Jews, as Dr, Griffith Thomas (I, 1) points out. 
Bring the claims of the Jews strongly to the class, 
from the Editor’s article on page 283. 

The disciples asked Jesus three distinct questions, 
which are stated by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2) 
and by Dr. Scofield (1). Jesus’ answers to the three 
questions must be carefully distinguished in the Oli- 
vet discourse. The outline given by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, in four points, shows the answers to the 
three questions, and then a practical application of 
verses 28-37 of Mark 13. . 

Make this plain to the class: that Jesus was telling 
the disciples about two sets of events, to be widely 
separated in time: the coming destruction of Jeru- 
salem (only forty years away then) and Christ’s re- 
turn to this earth in glory nineteen centuries or more 
from that time. We shall be confused unless we rec- 
ognize this; it is explained fully by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 3, 4). 

The events of the entire course of this present age 
of grace between Jesus’ Ascension and his Second 
Coming are briefly outlined by Dr. Scofield (2). 

Of course you will not let the class go away from 
this session with the common but entirely mistaken 
notion as to the expression “the end of the world,” 


Devotional Rieodiog = 231-10 
Additional ial for Teachers: Matt. 23:1 to 25: 46; Luke a2 : 
5-38; ‘—. 10 3 1-42; 11 : 47-57 =x Thess. 5 : 1-24; 2 Thess. 2. 

Pnmary Topic: Jesus His Friends. 

Lesson Material: Mark 14 : 3-9. 

_Memory Verse: She hath done what she could.—Mark 14 ' 8 
Junior Topic: at 7. 

Memory Verses: Mark 14: 8, 
Intermediate a Topic: Our Best for 
Senior and Topic: How to Meet the Crises of Life. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 

ui ark 14: 1-9] 

1 Now after two days was the feast of the passover and 
the unleavened bread: and the chief priests and the scribes 
sought how they might take him with subtlety, and kill him: 
2 for they said, Not during the feast, lest haply there shall 
be a tumult of the people. 

3 And while he was in Bethany in the house of Simon the 
leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman having } an 
alabaster cruse of ointment of * pure nard very costly; and 
she brake the cruse, and poured it over his head. 4 But 
there were some that had indignation among themselves, 
saying, To what purpose hath this waste of the ointment 
been made? 5 For this ointment might have been sold for 
above three hundred ° shillings, and given to the poor. And 
they murmured against her. 6 But Jesus said, Let her 
alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good work 
on me. 7 For ye have the poor always with you, and when- 
soever ye will ye can do them good: but me ye have not 
always. 8 She hath done what she could; she hath anointed 
my body beforehand for the burying. 9 And verily I say 
unto you, Wheresoever the ‘ gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole world, that also which this woman 
hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. 

1Or, a flask *Or, liquid nard * The word in the Greek 
denotes a coin worth about eight pence half-penny, or 
nearly seventeen cents. * Or, good tidings: and so else- 
where 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








concerning .which the disciples at this time asked 
Jesus (Matt. 24:3). Even many intelligent Chris- 
tian people talk as though that. meant the wind-up, 
finish, of destruction of this physical earth.’ Not at 
all; as the margin of the Revision shows, those words 
simply mean “the consummation of the age.” This 
earth was not destroyed or removed when Jesus 
came the first time; but his coming marked the con- 
clusion of one historical age, the age of Law, and 
the beginning of a new age, the age of Grace, on this 
same earth. So at his second coming; it will mark 
the end of the age of Grace and the beginning of 
the Kingdom or Millennial age, when he shall reign 
in righteousness as the visible and universally receg- 
nized King over this earth,—but on this same earth, 
though a wonderfully changed and glorified earth 
(Rom. 8: 20-23). At the end of Jesus’ thousand- 
year reign over this earth, and not until then, “the 
earth and the heaven” will flee away, and there will 
be 5 new heaven and a new earth” (Rey. 20:11; 
43:1). 

Pretenders, falsely claiming to be the returned 
Christ himself, would appear at the beginning of the 
age of grace, during the disciples’ own life-time 
(vs. 5, 6), and also at the end of the age, after the 
great tribulation (vs. 21, 22). Within the last few 
years an “Order of the Star in the East,” which is 
said to have enrolled 12,000 members in the first two 

ears of its existence -(having been founded at 

enares in 1911, by a British woman who says that 
she is not a Christian, together with a co-founder of 
the Order, an Anglican clergyman who was pub- 
licly baptized into Buddhism), has declared that its 
members are looking for a mighty Figure, soon to 
come, the Supreme Teacher of ‘gods and men. A 
Calcutta paper in 1912 stated, “Last Christmas at 
Benares Hindu boys and men fell at the feet of 
Alcyone [a Hindu youth], and worshiped him as 
the coming Lord Christ.” 

Certain of the predictions of Jesus were fulfilled 
in the apostles’ life-time, during the years before the 
destruction of Jerusalem, as Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(1, 5) shows. 

Even though the pollution of the temple by the 
Romans when Jerusalem was destroyed in A. D. 70 
was an “abomination in the temple” (v. 14) as Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 6) suggests, we must not forget 
that this was only a faint foreshadowing of the final 
fulfilment of that prophecy, to come to pass in the 
terrible abomination of desolation when the “beast” 
and “man of sin” (Rev. 13:5-8;.2 Thess. 2:3, 4) 
“sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that 
he is God.” 

Clear light on the way in which this present age of 
grace shall end, as Jesus plainly showed, is given in 
the side-light article on page 285 in this issue, which 
should be carefully» read in preparation for this 
lesson; as also the significant “Story of the British 
Ministers’ Testimony,” on the first page. 


The past four years have witnessed such “tribula- 
tion” as probably mankind has never before known. 
But it has not been “the great tribulation,” which will 
begin when the final world-emperor, claiming to be 
God, starts his persecution and attempted extermina- 
tion of Jews who are faithful to God, together with 
all others who will not worship that world-ruling 
“beast.” After that comparatively short period (vs. 
19, 20) comes the very end, when Christ reveals him- 
self in glory and power to all (Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
I, 7) (vs. 24-26). 

The Truth that Is Golden 

There is no eagerness to be compared with the 


eagerness of love that is oeeng, ane longing for the © 


return of an absent loved one. That is the eagerness 
with which our Lord Jesus would have us “watch” 
for him (v. 37). If Mary, who broke the alabaster 
cruse of costly ointment to pour it out, with her love, 
upon Jesus ne Ben she knew was so soon to die, were 
living to-day, with what eager love would she be look- 
ing for his return! Are we “watching” for him in 
that way? He wants us to. As we yield our very 
beings a living sacrifice to him (Rom. 12:1), and 
trust him utterly, he will create in us that love for him 
which will never be satisfied until he comes. : 

The wonderful lesson in love of Mark 14: 1-9 is 
brought out in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ study of love 
(III, 9); by Mr. Ridgway (1, 2); together with in- 
teresting facts and suggestions about the supper in- 
cident, brought together by Mrs. Askew (2). 
Teaching Pointe 

God is glad to be asked for “signs” when asked in 
a spirit of believing inquiry, by those who want to 
learn from him, Jesus gave a wonderfully full re- 
ply to the believing disciples who asked: for the 
“sign” of “these things” (v. 4), though he would not 
give signs to unbelievers who challenged him. 

It is not God’s will, but man’s refusal to have God’s 
will, that makes tribulation: 9473 

How. the fig tree of Israel is putting forth her 
leaves now, aS never before since Jesus spoke those 
words (v. 28), showing that “the summer is nigh,” is 
brought out by the remarkable facts in a pamphlet by 
Elisha M. Friedman, “Why the Jews Need Their 
Own Land” (The Sunday. School Times, 20 cents a 
dozen, $1.50 a hundred, or 2 cents each, postpaid). 

It is eternally impossible ever to waste any of our 
possessions when giving them outright to God. Think 
what he has given to us! (2 Cor. 9:15; John 3: 16.) 

True love never counts the cost; but true love does 
not give carelessly or recklessly or unwisely, as do 
sO many parents, spoiling: their children by unwise 
gifts and mistakenly calling this love. 

Jesus could not. have said what-he did in 14: 7— 
declaring that it was more important for them to 
express their love for him while they had him with 
them, than to give to the poor just then—if he .had 
been only a man. This would have been intolerable 
egotism in a.man. Think of Joffre, or Foch, or 
Haig, or Pershing, or Lincoln saying such a thing! 
Only God could say this without pride. e 
Questions for Study and Discussion © 

Was not God’s reputation bound to suffer, when the 
destruction of his temple was permitted? 

How can men, before the coming of Christ, be sure 
of not being deceived by false Christs who appear? 

What is the root-reason for war? 

Why should God ever allow his believing children 
to be persecuted by evil-doers and unbelievers? 

What “leaves” do you now see on the “fig tree”? 

Does eager watching for Jesus’ coming tend toward 
present activity or inactivity? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Faces Betrayal and Denial (Mark 14: 10-72). 


The heart of God was about to be broken. That 
which God from all eternity, and the universe. from 
all time, looked forward to, and will look- back to, 
was about to be consummated. We have Jesus’ own 
words about it as he institutes the Lord’s Supper and 
tells believers what it means to them. 

Was there any significance in eating the Lord’s 
Supper in “a large upper room”? 

Did Judas have to betray Jesus? 

In what way was Jesus’ blood “poured out for 
many”? s 

What do you believe was the cause of our Lord’s 
agony. in Gethsemane? 

PHILADELPHIA. 








» third of these. (2) 





-LESSON FOR JUNE 2 (Mark 23 : 1 to 14:9) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—All the incidents included in this sec- 
tion occurred on the Tuesday of the last week of 
Christ’s ministry. Mark omits all that is found in 
John 12: 20-50. A 

Date.—April, A. D. 30, probably Tuesday, April. 4. 

Mark’s Gospel.— Part of the record of the last week 
from 11:1 to the end. 


Books on the ‘Lesson.—Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, 
$1.25 net), pp. 208, 222-230; Riddle, “Outline Har- 
mony of the Gospels” (The Sunday School Times 
Company, 25 cents), sections 113, 128, 129; Croscup, 
“Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry of 
Christ” (The Sunday School Times, $1), sections 
130, 145; Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical 
Geography of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School 
Times, 75 cents), chapters 5 and 6; McConkey, “The 
End of the Age” (Silver Publishing Co., Bessemer 
Building, Pittsburgh, Pa.), sent free on application. 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

1. The primary interpretation is clearly Jewish, be- 
cause the reference is to events which are connected 
with the fall of Jerusalem and other aspects of Jew- 
ish history. The disciples were Jews and the words 
were naturally addressed to them in the light of their 
history and hopes. (1) 

2. Considered as Jewish, Mark’s statement must be 
carefully compared with the fuller account given in 
Matthew, chapter 24, where it will be found that there 
were really three questions asked by the disciples 
(Matt. 24:3). (1) When shall these things be? 
(2) What shall be the sign of thy coming? (3) 
What shall be the sign of the end of the world? 
Mark does not distinguish between. the second and 


Here is an outline for. study: 


(1) Answer to the first question; Mark 13: 5-13 
(Matt. 24: 4-14). : , 


(2) Answer to the second question. Mark: 13: 


— 


14-23: (Matt. 24:.15-28 


(2, Answer to 7 third question. Mark 13: 24-' 
27, tt, 24: 29-31). ore: 
a) Practical application. Mark 13:'28-37 (Matt. 


24: 32-51). 

3. It will probably be seen that in Mark 13: 5-23 the 
peneney reference is to the destruction of Jerusalem 
in A. D. 70 (Luke 21: 20-24). Then follows a.refer- 
ence to Christ’s coming to the earth (Mark 13: 24-27). 
The difficulty is to distinguish between these two 
aspects, the one past and the other future. But, the 
truth seems to be that the one was the foreshadow- 


ing of the other, because prophecy is germinant and. 


anticipative. Just as looking at a range of moun, 
tains from one standpoint the second and successive 
peaks seem to be near the first, though in reality 
they are far distant, so in looking at this passage 
the event of A. D. 70 seems to be immediately fol- 
lowed by the Lord’s coming, though there is a long 
time between them. We have several illustrations 
of this in Scripture. When Christ.spoke at Nazareth 
of “the acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4: 19), 
he did not mention what follows immediately after- 
wards in Isaiah 61: 2, “the day of vengeance of our 
God,” though there is a long age between them. (3) 

So Paul in one sentence describes events which 
are separated by long periods of time. “Christ the 
firstfruits” (the Lord’s resurrection); “then they 
that are Christ’s at his coming” (still future) ; “then 
cometh the end” (another long period of time; 1 Cor. 
15:23, 24). Dr. G. Campbell Morgan usés a simple 
illustration to show this. “Standing at the end of 


‘one of our long straight streets, illuminated by lamps 


at night, those in the far distance seem to be close 
together. It is only as we come nearer that we see 
them fall into their own proper proportion of dis- 
tance. Herein is our difficulty in the study of all 
predictive prophecy.” (4) 

Deception Feared (vs. 5-8). The first thing that 
Christ warned his disciples against was being led 
astray by many who would come claiming to be the 
Messiah. Further, they .were not to be disturbed 
even when they heard of national commotions and 
physical disturbances, because these were only the 
beginning of troubles. History records all these oc- 
currences during the time before the destruction of 
Jerusalem, A. D. 70 (Acts 11:28). (5) 

Discouragement Checked (vs. 9-13). Even though 
disciples were to suffer persecution, they were not 
to be troubled (Acts 4:3; 5:18; 7:50; 12:2; 
16: 19-23). The preaching of the Gospel would go 
on, notwithstanding all these difficulties, and thus 
Christ warned them what to expect and showed them 
how to be prepared for it. 

Danger Announced (vs. 14-23). One of the signs 
of the approach of the destruction of Jerusalem 
would. be the setting up of abomination in the tem- 
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ple (v. 14), as foretold by Daniel (9:26, 27). The. 


temple would be polluted by the appearance of the 
Romans there. Then, as in all sieges, there would 
be great suffering, and it is known that all this 
took place when Titus, the Roman _ general, sur- 
rounded the city and captured it, False Messiahs 
arose and went, even when the temple itself was 
burning, promising the Jews deliverance. But the 
disciples were to flee instantly for safety, as Lot did 
from Sodom (v. 14). (6) 


Disaster Foreseen (vs. 24-27). It is at this point 


that the thought of the destruction of Jerusalem in 


A. D. 70 seems to pass into that of Christ’s personal 


_coming, of which the destruction of Jerusalem was a 


sort of anticipation in judgment. Wonderful signs 
in nature will precede it and great disturbances 
among the nations, distress and misery, a breaking 
up of constituted authority and order, rulers and 
teachers falling away or cast out (Isa, 5: 30; 13: 10). 
Then Christ will appear in glory, the Son of man, as 
Daniel prophesied (7:13, 14). This coming is to be 
understood of his public coming to the world and 
follows his coming for his Church (1 Thess. 4); 
it cerresponds with his coming with his people, as in 
2 Thessalonians 1 and 2. He will come in clouds of 
glory such as he went away in (Acts 1:9, 11), and 
angels will accompany him (Matt. 24:31). (7) 
Decision Urged (vs. 28-37). Two parables sum up 
the practical application of these truths. The fig 
tree, when it puts forth leaves, suggests the near- 
ness of summer, and the disciples were to regard 
Christ’s coming as near, when these events took 
place. There is much difference of opinion as to 
the meaning of verse 30, but perhaps it will help in 
the understanding of it to realize that the word 
rendered “accomplished” is not the usual one ren- 
dered “fulfilled.” Quite literally the text is, “this 
generation shall not pass away until all these things 
begin to happen,” i. e., begin, not end; and if this 


‘is the meaning of it, the passage is to be understood 


as teaching that the generation of Jews in our Lord’s 
day would not pass from the earth until these events 
began ‘to happen, which, as we know, was literally 
realized in A. D. 70. (8) 

But not even the Son himself knew exactly the 
day and hour when he would come. These words, 
“neither the Son” (v. 32) are suggestive as repre- 
senting what this Gospel means all through. Christ 
was‘the perfect Servant of God and, as such, the 


‘absolutely. dependent Man, and therefore neither the 
/ day nor the: hour of his:coming was known. “The 


servant’ knoweth not what his lord doeth.” Thus 


»:the statement does not. affect the truth of his Divine 
.. Person,, but: only shows how true the announcement 


is to the specific purpose for which Mark wrote. 
Devetion Championed (14: 1-9). Mark inserts the 
feast at. Bethany out of its chronological order 
(John 12:1-8), probably because it was the occa- 
sion on which Judas was enabled to accomplish his 
purpose against Christ (vs. 1, 2, 10,11). The woman 


‘ was Mary, the sister of Lazarus, and in the face of 


the indignation expressed,. Christ vindicated her 
action ‘as’ a proof of her loving devotion to him, in 
view of his burial, and he announced what has become 
literally true through the record in the Gospels. 

Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matthew 23:1 to 25:46; Luke 21: 5-38; John 
10: 1-42; John 11: 47-57; 1 Thessalonians 5: I-24; 
2 Thessalonians 2. 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-24. A summary of the 
Epistle, expressive of true Christianity. (1) Verses 
1-10, Hopefulness; looking onward. (2) Verses 11- 
15, Helpfulness; looking outward. (3) Verses 16-18, 
Happiness; looking inward. ‘ (4) Verses 19-24, Holi- 
ness; looking upward. 

2 Thessalonians 2. The revelation of Antichrist, 
followed by the revelation of Christ himself, 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate Topic: Our Best for Christ. This is 
specially seen in 14: 1-9. (1) Love feels grateful and 
wishes to show it. (2) Love desires to give. As 
Dr. H. Clay Trumbull once said: “Love grows by 
serving, not by being served.” (3) Love desires and 
determines to give its best. This will often mean 
self-sacrifice. (4) Love appreciates love. Christ 
approved and praised Mary’s gift of unreserved de- 
votion. As McLaren says: “If Mary had had half 
a dozen more alabaster vases which she kept un- 
broken, would she have been so praised?” (9) 

Senior and Adult Topic: How to Meet the Crises 
of Life. (1) “Crisis” means literally a “judgment,” 
an event of supreme importance on which it turns. 
It is like a pivot in a piece of machinery. (2) 
Christ’s coming is such a “crisis,” and calls upon us 
to be prepared to meet it. The words “take heed” 
are almost the keynote of this chapter, occurring 
four times (vs. 5, 9, 23, 33). (3) But any ordinary 
day may easily be a “crisis” by something unex- 
pected happening, This, too, necéssitates our being 
ready. There is a sevenfold readiness in the New 
Testament: ready to preach (Rom. 1:15); to an- 
swer (1 Pet. 3:15); to distribute (1 Tim, 6: 18); 
to work (Tit. 3:1); to be offered (2 Tim. 4:6); to 
die (Acts 21:13); to meet Christ. (Matt.: 24: 44; 
25/10): And all is summed up in readiness of mind 
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(Acts 17:11) and readiness of will (2 Cor. 8:11). 
(4) How may we thus be ready and so meet any 
“crisis” of life? The chapter suggests three things: 
(a) Watch (vs, 33, 35, 30, 37). In the New Testa- 
ment. we are never told what or whom we are to 
watch, no object being given with the verb. Perhaps 
this means that we are to watch the Lord Jesus 
Christ, keeping our gaze fixed on him, “looking unto 
Jesus” (Heb, 2:2). This will involve trust and ex- 
pectation. (b) ork. This is the thought of 
Christ’s parable, “to each one his work” (v. 34). 
Every follower of Christ is expected to do something, 
and each one will have his own special service. (c) 
Pray. This means that we shall seek grace from 
God in order to be ready and to serve faithfully until 
the Master comes. 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


True Christianity will always include a threefold 
attitude of faith, of love, and of hope, If any one 
of these is missing, the result will be weakness, pov- 
erty, and a decided lack in Christian living. These 
three graces are frequently found together and should 
be kept closely connected in experience (1 Cor. 13: 
13; Col. 1:4, 5; 1 Thess. 1:3, 9, 10; Jude 20, 21). 

1. Faith. This is looking upward. Faith must be 
occupied with a living Saviour. The New Testa- 
ment is full of this thought of trust, and it is always 
personal trust in a personal Christ, 

2. Love. This is looking outward (14: 1-9). Love 
must be occupied with a gracious Saviour. We love 
him and then we love one another because of his love 
to us. The two ideas of love are closely and inti- 
mately connected (1 John 4: 19-21). 

3. Hope. This is looking forward. Hope must be 
occupied with a coming Saviour. It always looks 
onward, and in the New Testament is uniformly fixed 
on the coming of Christ. A clear distinction must be 
made between faith and hope. Faith looks up; hope 
looks on. Faith accepts; hope expects. Faith ap- 
propriates; hope anticipates. Faith is concerned 
with a present Saviour; hope is concerned with a 
promised Saviour. This is the true Christian life, 
the life of faith, of love, and of hope. 


V. Leading Questions 
When and how and why was verse 2 fulfilled? 
Who are the “elect”? (vs. 20, 22, 27.) 


What is suggested as to the attitude of Christ to' 
his cause? (v. 31.) 


What is the meaning of “neither the Son”? (v, 32.) ! 


What is the meaning of the New Testament word 
“watch”? 


_ What is the application of this chapter to us to-day 
in our very different circumstances? 

How is this passage of solemn judgment to be 
reconciled with the thought of joy in 1 Thessa. 
lonians 4? 

What in the woman’s action did Christ approve, 
and what in the attitude of the disciples did he dis. 
approve? 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


Ta prophecy in this lesson is the great Olive 
discourse, and should be-‘studied in connection 
with the parallels in Matthew, chapters 24 and 25, and 
Luke 21. [n its entirety it presents the course and 
end of this present age, which was just about to be- 
gin in the crucifixion and resurrection, and which 
was wholly future when Jesus uttered the words. 

The discourse had its occasion in a question of 
Peter, James, John, and Andrew (Mark 13:3, 4), 
which question in turn was suggested by a statement 
of Christ when, on that same day, he was leaving the 
temple for the last time (Mark 13:1, 2). That action 
was in itself of immense significance. For the tem. 
ple stood for Israel, religiously. Leaving it forever, 
and announcing its utter destruction (fulfilled A.D. 
70), naturally aroused a desire in his disciples for 
further details, and this the more because the Master 
had of late been speaking much of his approaching 
death, and, enigmatically, of his coming again, 

The disciples’ question was, therefore, threefold: 
“Tell us, when shall these things, i. e., the overthrow 
of the temple, be? and what shall be the sign of thy com-. 
ing? and of the end of the age?” (not “world.”) (1) 

The answer of the Lord sweeps briefly over the 
age as a whole, entering into detail as the end comes 
into view. As a whole, the age should be filled with 
wars, pestilences, and the like. These, as the end 
draws near, take on intenser forms (Matt. 24: 7-13), 
and the first “sign” of the end appears in a new and 
world-wide heralding of the coming kingdom of 
heaven (Matt. 24: 14; Dan. 2: 44, 45), followed by th? 
great “signs” of the appearance of “the abomination,’ 
the “beast” of Revelation 13:1, and the great tribu- 
lation, and this to end in the appearing of the Lord 
in glory. (2) 

Dovucraston, Lone Istanp, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Holidays.—Not during the feast (14: 
2). “The better the day the better the 
deed,” is a saw of the countryside when 
somebody wants to do me ne | on 
Sunday that he ought not to do. Some 
folks take holidays for doing things 
they ought not do on any days. Holi- 
day is only ap ~y ! spelled with an i 
instead of a y. In helping men to fight 
John Barleycorn our great concern is to 

et them safely over the “feast” days. 
fian is the time we have camped upon 
the doorstep of some poor fellow dodg- 
ing John Barleycorn, upon a Fourth of 
July, a Thanksgiving, a Christmas. Why 
should human nature let down on 
“feast” days? Does our adversar 
have special days for “good hunting,” 
as do you fellows? (1 Pet. 5:8.) When 
you hear Governor Brumbaugh, it is 
dollars to doughnuts he will talk about 
taking care of men and women in their 
“hours of leisure,” their off-time, their 
holihours and holidays. He will point 
out that men rarely get drunk or go to 
the bad when employed. “If you really 
want to help people,” says he, “give 
them something to amuse or entertain 
them in the evenings and on the ‘feast’ 
days.” Here in Coatesville our Y. M. 
C. A. on “feast” days offers especial at- 
tractions, and we are keeping hundreds 
from evil by giving them something 

ood to think about. “The Expulsive 
ower of a New Affection,” by Thomas 
Chalmers, 1 John 2:15 his text. One of 
the world’s greatest sermons. Reckon 
you know its origin? 


Love.—A woman having an alabaster 
cruse of ointment ... very costly (v. 3). 
Every real girl, from gay ribbons to 
white caps, has an alabaster box of 
ointment which, when occasion arises, 
will be gladly broken and poured upon 
the one she loves. History and art, song 
and story, are full of the broken box 
and the pouring out, “very precious.” 
Go into the library and take down 
Fox's “Martyrs” or any history of mis- 
sionary enterprise. Go to the Metro- 
politan Art Gallery in New York and 
stand before that wonderful picture of 
the sweet young girl in the lions’ pit 
with the red rose at her feet. She is 
looking up into her pagan lover’s eyes. 
To pick up the rose means lover before 
sag And she does not stoop. The 

ox was broken and poured in that day 
by many a woman. Many an Evange- 
line in song and many. a Little Nell in 
story have poured forth from alabaster 
hearts the very precious perfume of a 
perfect love. All around town to-day, 
and out into the far stretches of the 
countryside, are countless heaven- 
touched hearts pouring out the precious, 
“very precious,” ointment of sacrificing 
love. Your mother, your sister, your 
wife, your daughter, all belong. What 
would become of us poor bread-winners 
if we had no Marys in our homes to 
come to us after the stress of the day 
and break the alabaster box of the oint- 
ment of their love over our travel- 
stained feet? Jesus loved to feel the 
touch of affection, and so does any 
noble man, The Christian alone is the 
only being on earth in whose hand is the 
true love touch (1 John 4:7, 14, 15, 16). 


Consecration.—This ointment might 
have been sold for above three hundred 
shillings, and given to the poor-(v. 5). 
Of course it might. I could have been 
turning out copy and Mary could have 
been -hemming napkins, instead of sit- 
ting side by side upon the porch just 
“holdin’ hands,” as we did before we 
moved into El Nidito on that happy 
day when these Norway maples were 
only saplings. Most family failures 
can be blamed upon the dollars and 
cents side of life. Too much business 
and not enough sentiment. If poor 
miserable old Millions had stopped 
every day long enough in the money- 
getting to play with his boys and fondle 
his girls and give his wife a chance to 
do some ointment-pouring, the boys 
might not have become “no-accounts,” 
nor the girls “divorcees” (or worse), 
nor the wife a broken-hearted woman 
in silks and furs. Let this be told again: 
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Love can never be extravagant. Yea, 
even though it bankrupts itself. Never 
mind what anybody says, spend your 
last cent on the girl if necessary. If 
ou will not it is not genuine love that 
is with you. It is only soda-water love 
that will fizz out when the next pretty 
face comes to town. When a man loves 
esus, three hundred pence never comes 
into his calculation. He will not hand 
Jesus out just ten percent. Love does 
not know how to count. Love hands 
out all and says, “Help yourself.” If 
love to Jesus does not do that it is not 
love, but just 7 “belonging to 
church” (2 Cor. 8:24; Luke5:11). (1) 


In “The Neck.”—She hath done what 
she could (v. 8). And in doing just 
what she could, and no more, she did 
one of the greatest thirigs which the 
greatest of books tells about. When a 
girl loves Jesus and does just the little 
that she can, even so little as going into 
her holy of holies and taking out some 
treasured “ointment” and breaking it 
on Him, she does one of the world’s 
great things. Many women are so 
hedged in by limitations of place and 
circumstance, there seem to be few or 
no great things to do for Jesus (2 Cor. 
11: 3-15). Some years ago Charles 
Hurlburt, now head of the Africa In- 
land Mission, conducted a Bible Insti- 
tute in Coatesville. A young girl up the 
state sold a cow she owned, and with 
the money came to the Institute for re- 
ligious instruction. When the Institute 
left Coatesville the girl had used up her 
slender stores of cow money, and here 
she was. She must do something, so 
she went down to The Neck and began to 
do what she could among the colored 
folks. The Presbyterians heard of her, 
and now there is a little kindergarten 
there for little colored kiddies. It is 
different from most kindergartens be- 
cause “Miss Binder” makes it a “Jesus 
school.” This has been going on in a 
modest way for about ten years with 
this resylt: the best. among the young 
Coatesville colored folks are generally 
found to have had their start in Miss 
Binder’s little school in The Neck. The 
little country girl with no other earthly 
help than an old cow has done what she 
could. The children in the kindergar- 
ten give her an entrance into every lit- 
tle home and into every colored heart, 
and “Miss Binder” is the angel of The 
Neck. And who are you, cow or no 
cow, who cannot also find a dark corner 
where you can break a box of oint- 
ment? (2) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in. advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. ) not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 158 words 
are greatiy preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 

Using Both Wings.—Then shall they 
see the Son of Mn coming in clouds 
with great power and glory (v. 26). 
The Rev. Dinsdale T. Young says: “For 
nearly twenty years now a spiritual en- 
richment has come into my life and 
ministry, because I have realized the 
great New Testament revelation of the 
personal return of our Lord. Dr. 
Andrew Bonar told a story of a plain 
man in one of the Scottish Presbyterian 
country kirks who had learned this 
precious doctrine. The man spent a 
Sunday in Edinburgh, to play the part 
of a sermon taster. When he returned 
to his village, the people asked him how 
he liked the Edinburgh preachers. His 
reply was, “They all fly on one wing. 
They all preach the first coming of 
Christ, but they do not preach his sec- 
ond coming.” Nothing recovers evan- 
gelical fervor, and rekindles missionary 














passion, and gives a yearning for entire 


sanctification, like a realization of the 
great fact that ‘He comes,’ that He may 
come at any moment.”—From the Chris- 
tian Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake- 
field, Eng. 
-When God Says It.—Heaven and 
earth shall pass away; but my words 
shall not pass away (v. 31). When 
panes a Christmas sermon the 
ev. Daniel H. Martin, of Cynwyd, Pa., 
called attention to what the shepherds 
in the fields near Bethlehem said to each 
other after the angel had brought them 
a definite word. from God about the 
birth that day, in the city of David, of 
“a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” 
Then it was that “the shepherds said 
one to another, Let us now go even unto 
Béthlehem, and. see this “— that -is 
come to pass, which the Lord has made 
known unto us.” “They did not say,” 
said the preacher, ‘Let us go and see if 
this thing is come to pass.’ They said, 
‘Let us go and see this thing that is 
come to pass.’ Before they had seen it 
they said it was come to pass! What 
a world of difference between the two 
ways of taking God’s Word.”—From an 
editorial in The Sunday School Times. 
mn by Florence M. Best, Phoenix, 
riz. ; 

Who Would Lose Most ?—Heaven and 
earth shall pass away; but my words 
shall not pass away (v. 31). A dying 
Scotch lass was asked, “What if God 
should forsake you now?” “He would 
have more to loose than I,” she replied; 
“I would loose only my poor soul, -but 
He would loose his honor.”—From a 
sermon by George Lehigh, D.D. Sent 
by Florence M. Best, Phoenix, Ariz. 


“There Are Others.”—Watch there- 
fore: for ye know not when the lord of 
the house cometh (v. 35). An old 
Scotch farmer had been approached 
again and again by the local representa- 
tive of a fire insurance company to pro- 
tect his farm against fire. “Na, na!” 
the old man would say, with a wise 
shake of his head. “Ma fairm will nae 
gang on fite!” ‘Then ‘one fateful day 
the unexpected happened. The neéigh- 
bors were astonished ‘to see the farmer 
racing up and down the village street 
instead of helping to'put out the flames. 
As he ran he shouted: “Sandy! Sandy! 
Whaur’s that insurance chap? It’s 
awfu’ that ye canna find a body when 
ye’re needin’ him!”"—From The Ex- 
positor. Sent by the Rev. W. T. Dor- 
ward, Milwaukee, Wis. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustration. 


More Half-Wits Needed. — Watch 
therefore: for ye know not when the 
lord of the house cometh (v. 35). 
There was a small, under-witted, but 
faith-filled lad in this country at the 
time of the great shower of meteors in 
1833. When, on every side, men and 
women were that night in terror at. the 
thought that the hour of final doom had 
come, this lad’s mother aroused him 
from his sleep with the cry, “Sandy, 
Sandy, get up, will you! The Day of 
Judgment has come.” Instantly the boy 
was alive to the call and was on his feet 
shouting, “Glory toe God! I’m ready !”— 
From the Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


In the Same Old Spot.—He that en- 
dureth to. the end, the same shall be 
saved (Golden Text). An old lady was 
once asked by a young man who had 
grown weary in the fight, whether he 
ought to give up the struggle. “I am 
beaten every time,” he said dolefully. 
“I feel I must give up.” “Did you ever 
notice,” she replied, smiling into the 
troubled face before her, “that when the 
Lord told the discouraged fishermen to 
cast their nets again, it was right in the 
same old spot where they had been fish- 
ing all night and had caught nothing ?”— 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 





Readers of the Illustration Round 
Table who remember seeing. often in 
this department, as a contributor of 
helpful illustrations, the name of the Rev. 
J. D. Lawson, Charlottetown, Prince 
Edward Island, will be interested to 
know that Mr. Lawson was called to be 
with the Lord some months ago; and 





that upon his death he left all that he 
had, about $25,000, to missions in Korea. 
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if From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thy words of warning 
are spoken with words of comfort. We 
thank thee that as the forecast of things 
to come looms darkly in somber shadows on 
the horizon of life thou dost remind us of 
the undying light and sunshine of thy love 
and blessed purposes. We pray thee that 
just now when our hearts are sorrowful be- 
yond words because.of the world conflict, we 
may see through the desolation and distress 
the shining promise of thy coming. Thou 
hast not revealed to us the day, but our 
hearts long for the fulfilling of that promise, 
and we pray that we may endure, even unto 
the end, without any failure of spirit in de- 
nial of thee. In thy blessed name we pray. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Right in the midst 
of this pass of tribulation outlined 
by the rd Jesus in warning colors 
stands that clear, comforting, ringing 
command, “Be not anxious.” And that 
command with its heartening promise is 
supported by the words that follow,— 
that in the midst of all the distress 
through which mankind is to pass, anx- 
iety, worry, fear, sinking of heart are 
not to be victors over us who belong to 
Christ, but unanxious endurance of it 
all will lead us out in God’s plan among 
the company of those who shall be 
saved. Are we heavy-hearted because 
some despise us because of our beliefs, 
the old, simple, sure beliefs set forth in 
the Scriptures? Well, we are not to be 
anxious; we are to endure, and we are 
to watch and pray. 

So I am watching quietly 

Every day. 
Whenever the sun shines brightly 
I rise and say,— 
“Surely it is the shining of His face,” 
And look unto the gates of His high place 
Beyond the sea, 
For I know He is coming shortly 
To summon me. 


And when a shadow falls across the window 
Of my room, ’ 
Where I am working my appointed task, 
I lift my head to watch the door, and ask 
If He is come; 
And the Angel answers sweetly 
In my home,— 
“Only a few more shadows, 
And He will come.” 





ENDURE 
IN 
Bree AITING 
NCEASING ATCHFULNESS 


HE WILL COME 











ye 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“In the hour of trial.” 

“ Faith is the victory.” 

“Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 
“A soldier of the cross.” 

“ He leadeth me!” 

“ He will not let me fall.” 

* Saviour, blessed Saviour.” 
“Take my life and let it be.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 116 : 1-19 (231 : 1-3). 
Psalm 95 : 1-11 (190: 1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 23 : 1-6 (48 : 1-5). 
Psalm 25 : 1-22 (53 : 1-3). 
Psalm 139 : 1-24 (281 : 1-3). 


[ Department Helps ] 








The Primary Teacher . 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Every gift of 
love pleases Jesus. 


Introduction—How many of you 
helped in the Memorial Day service the 
past week? Who were honored on that 
day? (If the children took part in the 
singing, marching, or carrying and 
placing flags or flowers on the graves 
or monuments of soldiers and sailors, 





let them tell something about it.) 
Mention the sailors and soldiers and 




















LESSON FOR JUNE 2 (Mark 13 : 1 to 14 : 9) 


airmen helping in the present war, and 
let them repeat or sing two stanzas of 
the Patriotic Prayer Song, using the 
tune “Bullinger.” 
“ Heavenly Father! Bless the sailors! 
Far across the sea; 
Make them brave and keep them ever 
Close to Thee. 


“Take the soldiers in thy keeping, 
As they march along; 
And in camp, in field, and battle, 
Make them strong.” 


Flowers placed on the graves do not 
keep fresh very long. Even the little 
flags soon fade in the sun and rain, but 
flowers and flags show the kind feeling 
of people who wish to honor those who 
risked and gave their lives to save their 
country. 

It is nice to honor friends and heroes 
while they are living. The children 
honored Jesus when they waved palm 
branches and sang in the procession 
when Jesus rode into Jerusalem. Palm 
Sunday is remembered every year. 


Lesson Story.—To-day’s story tells of 
another memorial which happened about 
the same time as that ride into Jeru- 
salem. On the way to the great city 
Jesus and his disciples stayed with 
friends in Bethany to spend the night, 
for Jerusalem was crowded with people. 

On one of those first evenings in 
Bethany, friends were invited to Simon’s 
house to have supper with Jesus. Simon 
loved Jesus; so did Lazarus and his two 
sisters, Mary and Martha, at whose 
home Jesus loved to stay. The dis- 
ciples of Jesus were invited to the sup- 
per too. 

In those days the tables and chairs 
were not like ours. (With a picture or 
home-made model show the oldtime cus- 
tom of reclining on couches around the 
table.) 

Mary and Martha did not sit at the 
table with the men. Martha was a fine 
cook and helped to serve. Some time 
during the supper, Mary must have 
slipped from the room to get her beau- 
tiful costly vase of wonderful perfume. 
It was her richest treasure, with which 
she wanted to honor her best friend, 
Jesus. 

Quietly during the supper she came 
behind Jesus, broke open the lovely bot- 
tle and poured some of the rich perfume 
over his head. 

In a moment the whole room was 
filled with the fragrance of the per- 
fume. Everybody noticed it, just .as 
each of you can smell the perfume which 
I pour on my handkerchief and wave 
here in our room. 

One of the disciples said, How waste- 
ful it is to use this costly perfume in 
such a way. It might have been sold 
for much money to be given to the poor. 
Others found fault with Mary, who must 
have wondered whether she had done 
right. 

Jesus heard what they said and knew 
how troubled Mary felt, so he said, Let 
her alone, why do you trouble her? you 
will always have the poor with you, but 
you will not have me always. Mary has 
done a good work for me; she has hon- 
ored me while I am alive, instead of 
waiting for my burial; she hath done 
what she could. 

Jesus is pleased with every gift of 
love, so he added these wonderful 
words, which must have made Mary 
feel very happy, for she heard Jesus say, 
Wherever the Gospel is preached 
throughout the whole world, the kind 
deed which Mary has done shall be told 
for a memorial of her. That was nearly 
two thousand years ago, but the promise 
of Jesus was true, for in every country 
where the Bible is taught the story 
about Mary’s gift of love has been told 
many times.. In many thousands of 
other Sunday-schools to-day the story 
has been told. 


After the Story—Jesus always knew 
the love and kindness which was in the 


hearts of those who wanted to honor | 


him. When happy children sang praises 
in the procession and the temple, there 
were faultfinders who tried to make 
them stop, but Jesus said, Let them 
alone or the very stones will sing out. 
Mary’s gift was.very costly, but Jesus 
honored the small. offering of the poor 


widow who dropped her tiny gift in the 
trumpet box at the temple door. Jesus 
saw it and said, She gave more than 
~~ one else because she gave all she 
ad. 

Jesus is pleased with our gifts of 
money and of praise.and obedience. As 
next Sunday will be Children’s Day, 
suggest some worthy cause to which the 
children’s ‘offering may be given. En- 
courage. them to earn, save, and bring 
as much as possible for that offering. 


Peoria, ILL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Thread up the home study by a 
quick listing of the seven paragraph 
titles for chapter 13. (See last week’s 
suggestions.) 

2. Begin record of events of last week 
in Jesus’ life. Set time and occasion 
of this supper. 

3. Call for the telling of this story of 
Mary’s gift. 

4. Study Mary and Judas as opposite 
types of Christians. 














_— through Mark 13 under such 
paragraph names as these: 


Stones of the temple. 
Beginning of. travail. 
Gospel to all nations. 
Tribulation. 

Son of man coming in power. 
Watch. 


Dwell one moment on the last of 
these, the warning Jesus gave his 
friends to watch. Truest watching is 
in truest living with the steadfast and 
joyful expectation of his return. Do 
not be tempted to linger here on the 
details of his return, but emphasize the 
blessed fact. 


2. Now: use. note-books for a begin- 
ning of the record of events of this 
most important week-in all history up 
to now, the last week,of our. Lord’s 
earthly life. Do this under the days of 
the week, somewhat as follows: 

Friday.—Jesus reaches Bethany and 
stays with friends there. 

Saturday (Sabbath evening).—Feast, 
with Mary’s gift. 

Sunday (“first day of week”).—Tri- 
umphal entry into Jerusalem. 
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Monday.—Second cleansing of temple. 

Tuesday.—Public discussions; teach- 
ing disciples. 

Wednesday.—Probably day of rest in 
Bethany. (No record in the Bible.) 

Thursday.—Passover feast; last sup- 


per. 


Friday.—A. M., Gethsemane; arrest; 
oO trials; Roman trials; crucifixion. 
. M. (Sabbath), death and burial. 


Saturday (Sabbath).—In the tomb. 


Sunday (“first day of week”).—Res- 
urrection. — 


This at once gives you. the background 
and setting for all the remaining lessons 
of this series, as well as for the special 
incident selected for the intermediate 
pupils for this lesson, the feast and 
anointing in Bethany. 


3. Call for this beautiful story next, 
calling it Mary’s Gift; or, Her Best for 
Her Master. You will do well to help 
the girl who is to tell it to the class in 
her home-preparation. That this supper 
took place in the evening of the Sab- 
bath Day, which ended at 6 P. M., is 
made clear in John 12:1. Mark simply 
says, “while he was in Bethany” they 
made him a feast. Mark 14: 3-9 is evi- 
dently a parenthesis, inserted perhaps 
to give additional reason for Judas’ 
conduct. Note connection between vs. 2 
and 11 in this chapter. As to whether 
Simon the leper, having been previously 
healed and restored to his family by 
ate was the father of Lazarus, or the 

usband of Martha, or neither, we can 
only conjecture. Mark tells us the sup- 
per was served in Simon’s house, and 
John tells us Martha served, so some 
family relationship is probable. Weave 
Mark’s and John’s accounts into one 
vivid and realistic story. If well told it 
is one of beauty and power. Be sure to 
close with the climax, Mark 14:9. (2) 


4. Now for a little earnest study as 
to why there was such a sharp contrast 
between Mary’s and Judas’ conduct. 
Your girls will quickly say, “They were 
just different.” But probe a little to 
discover what made ‘the difference. 
Each had known and listened to Jesus, 
each was a professed follower of his, 
each belonged to the inner circle of his 
associates. Their spiritual advantages 
were about equal. 

But they served their Master for very 
different reasons, with very different 
motives, in very different ways—and 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 










Judas-talk 


John /2:45 


‘Look here, Son, get that 

“ws idea out of your head. 

2 Why waste ‘out life ona 

4, \ot of good for nothin’ 

4 heathen, when your 
Prospects are so ee) 
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Rx going to be 


a foreign 
missionary. : 





4 





— woul 


‘on Jesus. 


“a waste,” if you give 
all. But Jesus said 


-history and told all about it. 


‘enduring, 
‘says these are the gold, silver, and costly 
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with different results to him, to them- 
selves and to others. Judas served for 
personal ambition, Mary because of lov- 
ing gratitude; Judas for what he could 
et, Ma for what she could give; 
,~ & within a limit, Mary to her great-| 
est possibility and her most precious, 
possession ; Judas for what he thought, 
do, Mary just for what 
esus was. Which service is yours? 

Judas was not the only one angry 
with Mary for “this waste” of her best 
Just so there will always be 
some who will be indignant over such 
our best, your 
ary had done 
well, that such giving was a never- 
ending memorial, so that after all 
Mary’s gift has been multiplied count- 
less times in his Kingdom’s service as 
the inspiration for true love-gifts. 

With all your heart make this appeal 
to your girls: Will you, my girls, 
“Give of your best to the Master, give of 

the strength of your youth, 

Throw your soul’s fresh, glowing ardor 

into the battle for truth. 

Jesus hath set the example; dauntless was 

he, young and brave; 

Give him your loyal devotion, give him the 

best «hat you have’’? 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 14: 10-72 
1. Memorize the events of the last 
week of Jesus’ life. 


2. Read thoughtfully the four Gospel 
accounts of these last hours before the 
crucifixion. 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Nd 


Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The most enduring thing 
made by man. 
Explanations: A double question in 


verse four; false Christs and prophets. 
Main truths: The invisible things en- 
dure; we should welcome Christ’s com- 
ing. 
Illustrations: Man in Chicago fire; 
Philip Fries; soldier who prayed. 











at peated is the most enduring thing 
man has ever made?” was teach- 
er’s first question. Bert thought it was 
the pyramids, and I was for the fort- 
ress of Gibraltar. Teacher said the 
Jews were sure it was the temple. We 
read how the disciples showed Jesus 
the big rocks it was built of. Teacher 
says some of them were sixty feet long. 
But Jesus told them the whole thing was 
soon to be leveled to the ground. And 
it. was. Titus captured Jerusalem in 
A. D. 70, and never left one stone on 
another. Carl had looked it up in the 
Teacher 
says that is the way it has been with 
most everything. Indestructible forti- 
fications have been blown up, unsink- 
able ships have been sunk, impenetrable 
armorplate has been pierced, perfectly 
safe fortunes have been swept away. 
He told a story about a business man 
who lost everything in the great Chi- 
cago fire. He said to Mr. Moody, 
“What I have given away I have saved, 
what I kept for myself I have lost, and 
I was foolish not to give away more.” 
Teacher thinks the last verse of First 
Corinthians thirteen tells what is most 
faith, hope, and love. He 


stones of First Corinthians 3:12, that 
can stand the fires of even the judgment 
day. Then he quoted that verse: “The 
things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things that are not seen are 
eternal.” (1) 

“What two questions did four apos- 
tles ask?” was my home question, 
Mother helped me and we found out 
from verse four that they wanted to 
know when Jerusalem was to be de- 
stroyed and the end of the world come, 
and how they could tell it was near. 
Jesus tells about Jerusalem up to verse 
twenty-four. Then he switches off to the 
end of the world and talks about that. 
Mother said I mustn’t get the two mixed, 

Awful things happened before Jeru- 
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salem was captured. Families even 
turned against each other. Bumps said 
he was glad people didn’t do that way 
now. But teacher said they do. Then he 
told about a Jewish friend of his named 
Philip Fries. He was converted when 
he was in high school, and when his 
father found it out, he just put the boy 
out the front door, turned the key, and 
never let him come in again, not even 
to get his clothes. Fries is a Presby- 
terian minister now and is still praying 
that his father may be converted. 

“Well, none of us will ever be perse- 
cuted,” spoke up Fatty. 

Teacher wasn’t so sure of that. He 
told of a soldier boy who read his 
Testament the first night in barracks 
and then knelt down to pray, and the 
fellows treated him shamefully. But he 
stuck to it, the captain stood by’ him, 
and now they have a fine Bible class in 
that barracks, 

Fatty had looked up about false 
Christs and false prophets, and had a 
great list of them, from Joseph Smith 
and Dowie to Mrs. Eddy. Most of 
them claimed to be prophets, but there 
were some who wore their hair long and 
actually claimed to be Christ. Teacher 
says the only safe thing is to stick to 
the middle of the good old Bible Gos- 
pel road, and not be led astray. 

“When is the end of the world com- 
ing?” asked Bulldog. 

‘Our hired girl thought it was com- 
ing the other night when the sky was 
so red with northern lights,” spoke up 
Bert. “She ran and hid under the bed- 
clothes.” 

Teacher explained that “end of the 
world,” as the disciples used these words 
did not mean the wind-up or finish of 
this earth, but only the “consummation 
of the age,” the ending of one great his- 
torical period and the beginning of the 
next. He said that Christ’s coming, 
which may be at any time, will not de- 
stroy this earth, but will set up His 
kingdom, with Christ as King, on this 
same old earth—but with wonderful 
changes. 

Then teacher explained that Jesus said 
we should always be watching for his 
coming, and, if we are Christians, we 
ought not to fear it, for Christ will be 
coming: to receive his own. If we are 
really his we shall be caught up to meet 
him when he appears. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 14: 10-72 
Why did Judas 
Jesus? 


Why did Jesus give his two scouts a 
secret sign? 


How was a man with a pitcher a sure 
clue? 


How did Judas locate Jesus? 
Why was a kiss a mean signal? 
How could Peter deny his Lord? 
Terre Haute, INp. 


decide to betray 
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Baby May’s Perfumery Bottle 
By Frances Margaret Fox 


HE children loved Aunt Rose be- 

cause she was so pretty and so kind. 
Every time Aunt Rose came visiting the 
children were glad, from baby May to 
big sister Carolyn who was two weeks 
older than Aunt Rose. 

One time when Aunt Rose came to see 
the children she brought baby May a 
wee bottle of perfumery, and the baby 
trotted around with the little perfumery 
bottle, taking out the cork and saying 
“Mull, mull,” to all the.family. “Mull” 
meant smell, and it wasn’t long before 
there wasn’t a drop of perfumery left 
in the bottle to smell. When baby May 
discovered that her precious bottle was 
empty, she held it up and said, More, 
more!” 

“All right,” 


answered big sister 


Carolyn, and she filled the bottle with 
The baby was just as well 


water. 
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pleased as she was before, and invited 
every one, even the minister, when he 
came calling, to “mull” her perfumery. 
At last there came a day when the 
living-room seemed the cosiest place in 
the world. The wind was howling and 
snow was drifting around the house. 
In that warm, comfortable living-room 
mother sat by a window mending, the 
children were happy: with their play- 
things, Carolyn was practising her 
music lesson on the piano, while Aunt 
Rose was cuddled among the pillows on 
the couch, reading a book. Even the 
cat was comfortable and contented on 
a rug in front of the cheerful grate fire. 
No one noticed when baby May went 
into the kitchen and came trotting back 
with her little. perfumery bottle full of 
water. First she walked, over to Aunt 
Rose and gave her a big sticky kiss, and 
then before Aunt Rose knew that any- 
thing was going to happen, baby May 


on her head. In no time the icy drops 
were trickling into Aunt Rose’s neck and 
down her back. Before she thought 
what she was doing, Aunt Rose sat 
straight up and gave a surprised kind 
of a little scream. 

The family laughed and said, “What 
is the matter?” In a minute, when they 
knew what had happened, they laughed 
harder than ever. Only the baby stood 
still and looked unhappy. Mother was 
quick to understand. 

“Baby was doing as they did in Bible 
times,” said she, gathering the little girl 
into her lap. “She offered her dear 
Aunt Rose a tribute of love as they do 
to this day in the far East,” 

“Do explain,” urged Carolyn; so 
mother told the children that in Bible 
times the people loved to anoint them- 
selves with oil perfumed with spices, 
and they also perfumed their clothes. 

“The Bible tells us,” mother went on, 
“that Isaac once smelled of his son’s 
garments and said, ‘See, the smell of my 


son is as the smell of a field which the | 


Lord hath blessed.’ 

“One of the reasons why the Wise 
Men of the East brought gifts of 
frankincense and myrrh to the Babe of 
Bethlehem was because they, as well as 
the Jews, were fond of ointments and 
perfumes. 
dead, the body was first anointed with 
spikenard and then ‘wound in linen 
cloths with spices.’ 

“You will read in Chronicles, chil- 
dren, that when Asa died, ‘they buried 
him in his own ‘sepulcher, which he had 
made for himself in the city of David, 
and laid him iri the bed which was filled 
with sweet odors, and divers kinds, pre- 
pared by the apothecaries’ art. And 
they made a very great burning for 
him.’ 

“Tf Aunt Rose lived in the far East, 
and went visiting her friends, - instead 
of simply shaking hands and asking her 
to sit down, they would pour on her 
head a box of costly ointment. 
you remember how Mary anointed Jesus 
with the pound of ointment of spike- 
nard, for which she had saved a great 
deal of money?” 

There was a solemn hush when mother 
said this, until the baby made the chil- 
dren laugh by holding up her empty bot- 
tle and saying, “More, more!” 

“You shall have more, you darling!” 


choice wood violet. 


When brother Tom came in, the liv- | Donald Grey Barnhouse. 


took out the cork and emptied the water | 


Don’t 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





June 9. Progressive Christians. 
I-11. 

June 16. Co-operation with the 
school. 1 Cor. 3: 4-9. 

June 23. How to Have a Good Time. 1 Thess. 


2 Pet. 1: 


Sunday- 


5: 16-24. 
June 30. The Power of the Cross in Africa. 
Acts 8: 26-39. 


Sunday, June 2 
Christian Duty and Privilege. 6. Ser- 
vice in Church and Community 
(Mark 12 : 28-34) 


(Consecration meeting). 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Edifying (1 Cor. 8: 1-13). 
Tues.—Supporting (1 Cor. 16: 1-3). 
Wed.—Attending (Heb. 10: 19-25). 
Thurs.—Hospitality (Heb. 13 : 1-3). 
Fri.—Moral cleansing (Isa. 1 : 10-20). 
Sat.—Moral uplift (Hosea 14: 1-9). 











What service are you preparing to per- 
form ? : 

What services in the community need to 
be done? 

How can we enlist others in unselfish ser- 
| vice? 


NE of the first great needs of each 
church and community is kindliness. 
| Where there is a feeling of good-will 

and friendliness any good service is 
possible. Where there is no such feel- 
| ing there will be sure to be personal 
distrusts and unpleasantnesses, and the 
best things will be impracticable. Peo- 
ple will not believe that they can be 
done. Christians and communities dif- 
| fer just as much as individuals. Some 
| are pleasant to live with and some are 
not. Sonie can be counted on to do 
good work and‘ to believe in progress 
and ‘some can’t. “A friendly spirit and 
a hopeful good-will are indispensable 
to a church and a community. 

3 
And how can‘such a spirit and good- 


| 


When the Jews buried their | will be secured in a church or a com- 


munity? Well, it is.a happy thing if 
it does not need to be secured, but is 
already there as an inheritance from 
the past! But if it is it must have been 
produced in some way at the beginning. 
How can it be produced? By the people 
of the church or the community. It 
does not depend on circumstances. . It 
depends on people. And often a few 
people will suffice to do it. 
4 

In many churches and communities 
the good spirit can be traced back to 
some early minister or some godly 


.| gone by. 
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woman. He or she was high-minded 
and honorable and noble, natural and 
friendly. And the church or the com- 


munity bears the impress to this day. - 


Work like this can still be done. The 
need and opportunity for it have not 
One person to-day who. will 
practise the thirteenth chapter of First 
Corinthians, who will not gossip or 
slander of distrust or disbelieve, who 
will think and feel and speak kindness 
only, can be a center of life and love 
and transformation. 
we 
We can render great service in our 
church and community by blocking every 
harsh and unkind criticism. We can 
say when it comes to us, “I don’t believe 
it. Please don’t say it to me.” And we 
can refuse to pass it on. 


We can render great service by doing 
neighborly things. Times of sorrow 
and of joy afford good occasion, but 
ordinary times will do just as well,— 
perhaps better. A cordial greeting on 
the street, a warm commendation of any 
noticeable deed or even a commonplace 
one, a little gift significant for its 
spirit, not its cost, an encouraging rec- 
ognition, an ordinary courtesy,—these 
are all small, things but they help to 
make larger life. 


We can render great service by tak- 
ing part in the affairs of the church and 
the community. Even if we can do no 
more than to be present at meetings, 
that will be a help, and especially if we 
always throw our influence in favor of 
every attempt to do things better. 

#8 

We can -render great service by 
keeping ourselves and our property 
physically and morally clean; and by 
helping to clean up the community. 
These are good days for morally im- 
proving our communities. The nation 
is ready now to make any sacrifice 
whatever to achieve the great moral 
ends for which: it-has entered the war. 
In each community we should insist néw 
that evil things should be ended and 
better things be begun. 

we 

A Chinese mechanic in Kobe, Japan, 
put on his.sign the bold declaration: 
“Furnaces and umbrellas mended. An 
mortal thing can do.” So can we wit 
God’s help. 

The best way to get othérs at it is to 
begin to do it. It was the sight of Tom 
Sawyer’ whitewashing the fence that 
made the other boys want to do it. 

Christ calls us to joy, but the best joy 
em offers is the joy of serving him and 

is. 

“I rule,” says the wrong spirit. “I 
serve,” says Christ. 

New York City, 





He tells of the joy and Blossing of 
learning a verse of Scripture y 


A Flying Corps Lieutenant’s Message 


By George T. B. Davis 





HILE holding meetings with the 
soldiers recently at Kelly Field, 
Texas, the largest aviation camp in the 


exclaimed Aunt Rose, and she filled the | world, my associate, Philip E. Howard, 
wee bottle straightway with her own| Jr., and 


had the assistance of an 
officer in the flying corps, Lieutenant 
He urged the 


ing-room was so fragrant with spilled| men not only to enlist in the Pocket 
perfumery he made every one laugh} Testament League, but to enrol under 


the air, and said, “Mull, mull!” 
Mackinaw City, Mic#. 


we 


again when he lifted his nose high in| the banner of the King of kings by 


taking Christ as their Saviour. 

I found that the lieutenant was a 
lover of God’s Word, not only reading 
it daily but committing it to memory. 
He joined the Bible Success Band as 


Do you want the school to know-some | soon as he heard of the movement, and 
of the most memorable Bible texts; the | he told us how he had for years made 
outstanding Bible events; and many | it a practise to learn the Bible by heart. 


other things in and about the Bible that 


He said: 


a Sunday-school should know? Try “In 1914, while attending the Los 
drilling the school for three to five min-| Angeles Bible Institute, I decided to 


utes each Sunday on Smith’s Supple- 


wonderfully interesting and stimulating. 


memorize a verse of Scripture daily. 


mental Bible Question Course. It’s| 1 began with personal work topics, then 


decided to learn groups of verses, and 


It may be had from The Sunday School | then entire chapters.. I have been learn- 





Times Company for 50 cents. 








ing a verse daily almost constantly ever 





since, and it has been the greatest pos- 
sible blessing to me. 

“One time while preaching I quoted 
the eighth chapter of Romans for the 
Scripture lesson, and also quoted God’s 
Word freely in the sermon. At the close 
of the service the minister of the 
church told me his preaching had not 
been as effective as it might have been, 
and he had determined that in the fu- 
ture he would memorize the Bible more, 
and use it more in his preaching. God 
has not promised to bless our words, 
but he has promised to bless his own 
Word. 

“I was very glad to join the Bible 
Success Band as soon as I heard of it, 
because it -is an organized movement 
for memorizing the Bible. I was espe- 
cially pleased also with the fact that 
the members pray for one another, and 
I wanted to be included in this world- 
wide prayer circle.” 

From far atid neay come testimonies 
of the blessing brought into heart and 
life through joining the Bible Success 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 2 (Mark 13:1 to 14 


Band, and thus “endeavoring to learn a 
verse of Scripture daily.” 

The mother of a Korean missionary 
writes from Denver, Colorado: “I can- 
not be thankful enough for my first 


calendar, sent by my daughter in Korea. 


I have tried to pass it on to others, and 
many have been thankful for the plan. 
Our Sunday-school has taken up the 
Bible Success Band. Each teacher has 
a calendar, and each Sunday the super- 
intendent calls for volunteers to repeat 
the verses. Only eternity will reveal 
the good.” 

Mr. Gerald Bonwick, who has charge 
of the Bible Success Band movement in 
Korea, says in a letter just received: 
“Our missionaries all over Korea are 
full of gratitude that God has put it into 
the hearts of the friends at home to pro- 
wide such a book for the dear people 
here. Every one of the 20,000 copies 
has been gladly taken up, and people 
are asking for more.” 

Hear this testimony to Scripture 

given by Dr. Russell H. 
at prince of preachers and 
who with God’s blessing 
built up from a small beginning the 
great Temple Church and College, and 
the Samaritan Hospital, in Philadel- 
phia. In one of his sermons he gave 
this bit of personal experience: 

“Every verse requires meditation and 
deep thought, and the passages grow in 
their —— every time you read them 
over. Once I was young, and now I am 
old, and I can say that the Bible grows 
dearer and richer with every passing 
day. It has been my habit for many 
years, before I rise in the morning, to 
repeat a chapter of the Bible, and to 
meditate upon it, and I have learned in 
the years what a valuable thing that has 
been to me.” 

For more than ten years the writer 


Conwell, 
lecturers, 





has been learning a verse of Scripture 
daily, according to the Bible Success 
Band plan, and words are utterly inade- 
quate to express the blessing the prac- 
tise has brought into the daily life, dis- 
pelling the assaults of Satan, and flood- 
ing one’s soul with the joy of the Lord. 
I wish that each one who reads these 
lines might enjoy the benefits that come 
from unitedly memorizing God’s Word; 
and unitedly remembering fellow-mem- 
bers at the throne of on 

Mrs. E. C. Cronk, of Columbia, South 
Carolina, tells in a recent letter how for 
years her family have followed the plan 
of repeating a verse of Scripture daily 
at family worship, arid what a blessing 
it has been to them. She had heard of 
the Bible Success Band, and sought in- 
formation about it, so that she could 
assist in promoting the plan. Will you 
not send for one or more of the cal- 
endars, and not only reap rich benefits 
in your life by hiding God’s Word in 
your heart, but pass on to your friends 
and Sunday-school pupils and associates 
some of the calendars containing the 
Scripture verses to be memorized this 
year? One can enlist in the movement 
at any time. Do not wait until next 
year and so miss the blessings hidden 
away in the beautiful list of verses for 
1918. There are no fees for those who 
ioin. Simply send for the booklet, sign 
the accompanying card of membership, 
and begin learning the verse for that 
day; and you are thereby enrolled in 
this God-sent world-wide movement. 

The illuminated calendar or booklet 
of the Bible Success Band, des¢ribed in 
this article, may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 1031 Wal- 
nut Street, Philadelphia, at 15 cents 
each, or 12 cents each for ten or more 
copies. 





[ Books That Are 


Worth Knowing ) 





Little Boy Bear (By Belle K. Mani- 
ates).—The fascination children always 
feel for Ernest Thompson Seton’s nature 
fiction will be found here for wee 
folk. The tale is about a playful polar 
cub, his devoted mother, Ursa Polar, 
and .a bright little black-eyed laddie 
who saves the cub for his mother, and 
is in turn saved by them. There is also 
an unpreached moral taught. by awak- 
ening sympathy for animals. (Pilgrim 
Press, Boston, 60 cents net.) 


Table Prayers for Daily Bread.— 
Billy Sunday, in his inimitable way, 
arouses his hearers to the ingratitude 
of not thanking God when we eat. This 
collection of “table” prayers is pecu- 
liarly opportune in the one land of 
plenty to-day, our own. There are 
prayers for special occasions; birthdays, 
guests, absences, Mothers’ Day, holi- 
days, children’s graces, as weil as sim- 
ple thanksgivings to be offered regu- 
larly. (Table Prayer League, South 
Bend, Ind., 50 cents.) 


Sixty-Six (A Bible Game).—There 
are two games here. One may be played 
by the little ones who are old enough 
to read figures, They will enjoy it and 
learn the names of the books of the 
Bible as they play. The other game en- 
ables the players unconsciously to get con- 
siderable valuable information about 
each book of the Bible. It is interesting 
and difficult enough to please the older 
boys and girls, requiring thought and 
skill in the playing.‘ (United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., 50 cents.) ; 

Junior Missionary Stories (By Mar- 
garet T. Applegarth).—It is easy to tell 
boys and girls missionary stories that 
fascinate them, but it is harder to help 
them to see how much the people in 
heathen lands need Jesus. This Course 
of Junior missionary stories does that. 
The stories are delightful,—one can al- 
most see the people Miss Applegarth 
tells about; but in and through them all 
the crying need of a Saviour is felt. An 
attractive card, which the children may 
take home and color, is prepared for 


s 








each story. (Board of Publication and 
Bible School Work, 25 East Twenty- 
second Street, New York City, $1 net.) 


Children’s Devotions (By Rev. Ger- 
rit’ Verkuyl, Ph.D.).—A collection of 
morning and evening prayers is given 
for young children. There are table 
blessings, suggestions for Bible reading 
and memorizing, and a graded list of 
books for boys and girls. The au- 
thor calls attention to the fact that 
these prayers are only to be used until 
the child has learned to express his own 
thoughts in prayer. Teachers as well as 
parents ‘will find this book useful. (The 


Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 40 | 
cents. ) 
The Beginners Worker and Work 


(By Frederica Beard).—How shall lit- 
tle children be first taught about God? 
Can a little child be trained in gratitude, 
reverence, and obedience? And how? 
This is what Miss Beard tells us. She 
gives plans for a Beginners session, 
suggesting songs and Scripture read- 
ings, with topics for brief talks. . In her 
chapter on little children’s singing, a 
list of songs for ordinary and special 
occasions is given; and a chapter on 
prayer gives suitable prayers for little 
children. Chapters on story-telling and 
the wise use of pictures are good. There 
is a wealth of practical information. 
— Press, New York, 75 cents 
net. 


Must the Bible Go? (By Newton 
Wray, B.D., D.D.)—The question sug- 
gested by the title is discussed in spe- 
cial relation to what is known as 
Higher Criticism, on which the author 
speaks “some plain words.” They are 
indeed plain, and are as necessary as 
they are candid. The entire work is a 
plea for the Divine authority and in- 
spiration of the Bible in opposition to 
much that goes by the name of scholar- 
ship to-day. The discussions are 
marked by thorough knowledge, real 
ability, and great forcefulness. It 
would :be well if all pastors and Bible 
class leaders faced the issues of Criti- 
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cism as here stated, for there is no 
doubt about the seriousness of the situ- 
ation portrayed. (Newton Wray, Up- 
land, Indiana, $1 net.) 


Camp Jolly (By Frances Little).— 
Here is a story. sure to interest boys 
who are keen to read about big adven- 
ture. Camp Jolly was set up in the 
Grand Canyon by a father and three 
boys. The father was a colonel in the 
United States army sent there on gov- 
ernment business, The boys have many 
experiences, chief of which is the kid- 
napping of “Billy,” who has the time of 
his young life making his escape, climb- 
ing down the precipitous walls of the 
Grand Canyon by day and sleeping in the 
caves of the Pueblo cliff-dwellers at 
night. The boys learn much in that 
wonderful place and country, it being, 
as they say, a “museum, except that it 
doesn’t have any ‘Don’t-lean-on-the- 
ee signs.” (The Century Company, 

ew York, $1.25 net.) 


The Bible and Spiritual Criticism (By 
Arthur T. Pierson, D.D.).—“God’s 
Word is an Ark of the Covenant, and 
the presence of the Shechinah fire glows 
in the Word; and God will not have 
irreverent eyes looking into his ark, or 
irreverent hands handling it.” This 
statement from Dr. Pierson’s book per- 
haps gives the reason why the destruc- 
tive critics, who spend enough time upon 
the Bible to ascertain that it is a God- 
given revelation, seem to be stricken by 
their very touch upon it into spiritual 
deadness. The book is a brilliant study 
of the Word of God in the spirit of the 
Berean believers. The chapters are 
made up of twelve lectures that the au- 
thor delivered at Exeter Hall, London, 
in 1904, centenary year of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. After a 
consideration of spiritual faculties, these 
lectures go on to study the Bible’s 
spiritual methods, organism, structure, 
progress, symmetry, types, wisdom, ver- 
dicts, and verities, They lose nothing 
in interest by being published in the 
colloquial style in which they were sten- 
ographically reported. Though the au- 
thor casts his plummet into fathomless 
depths, the homely illustrations, often 
from his own experience, flood with 
light the profound verities with which 
he is dealing. There was no greater 
teacher of the Bible in his lifetime 
than Dr. Pierson, and every pastor and 
teacher of the Word of God should 
read this book, not only for the wonder- 
ful survey of the Word of God as a 
whole which it furnishes, but for the 
inspirational value on every page. 
(Fleming H. Revell Company, New 
York, 60 cents.) 


Prayers for Use in Home, School, and 
Sunday-School (Selected and arranged 
by Frederica Beard).—A teacher was 
asking her. class of boys to pray each 
morning before starting off to school. 
“But I don’t know any prayer to say,” 
one little lad complained: “Didn’t you 
ever learn a prayer?” asked his teacher. 
“No,” the little fellow replied. Many 
children are not much better off, for 
they are taught one prayer when they 
are old enough to begin to pray, and are 
permitted to go on saying it until it 





becomes a mere form. Here is a col- 
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lection of beautiful prayers for children 
of all ages; prayers of one or two lines 
for very littlest children, expressing the 
thought of God’s love and care; and 
prayers for older children, covering a 
wider range of feeling. Miss Beard’s 
suggestion that feelings of gratitude, a 
desire for God’s help, and sorrow for 
wrong-doing should be cultivated before 
the little child is allowed to pray, is 
ood. (George H. Doran Company, 
ew York, 60 cents net.) 

A Boy’s Religion (By Edwin Holt 
Hughes).—Chapters originally written 
for the Classmate, the Methodist young 
people’s paper, are here gathered in a 
small book of a little over one hundred: 
pages, and they cover a considerable 
range of searching comment. It can 
hardly be called a book for the boys 
themselves because about one-half is de- 
voted to talks with the parent, the pas- 
tor, and the teacher, and ona plane which 
would be rather beyond the boy himself. 
The first half of the book is evidently 
well within the boy’s capacity, and would 
be suggestive to many a boy into whose 
hands the book might fall. One could 
wish that the first half, somewhat en- 
larged, had been printed by itself; and 
the second half by.itself; however, it is 
important to say to parents, pastors, and 
teacher just that which Bishop Hughes 
has included in these talks with them, 
and his message will come with urgency 
and illumination to many an adult who 
is privileged to deal with boys. Parents 
need particularly to read what Bishop 
Hughes has said here about leading 
their children to Christ and into union 
with the church. (Methodist Book Con- 
cern, New York, 50 cents net.) 


4 
A Bible Scholar’s Attack 
on the Bible 


This article reviews “Our Bible,” by 


Herbert L. Willett, Ph.D. (The 
Christian Century Press, Chicago, 
$1.35 net). 


HE author of. the volume under re- 

view is well known from his official 
connection with the University © of 
Chicago. His purpose is to show what 
he calls the “origin, character, and 
value” of the Bible; there are nineteen 
chapters dealing with the history, the 
rowth, the varieties, the Canon, trans- 
ations, criticism, inspiration, authority, 
influence, and other equally important 
subjects. But the book is written almost 
entirely from a standpoint that vitiates 
its teaching for those who believe in the 
unique Divine authority and inspiration 
of Scripture. 

Thus, it is said that the various books 
of the Old Testament grew up with en- 
tire freedom, and that it was only when 
they were gathered into a collection 
that they were “invested with a sanctity 
and authority unknown before” (p. 16). 
A simple reference to the story in Jere- 
miah 36 is sufficient to show the impossi- 
bility of this position, for no editors or 
church could give sanction and author- 
ity to what had not been regarded as 
authoritative in its separate form. 
There is no trace whatever that the 
—~ collection into a volume gave a 

ivine character to the books which they 
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did not already possess. Dr. W. H. 
Green showed this years ago. : 

The Bible is said to be superior to 
other books, because it “proves itself to 
be the supreme religious literature of 
the race” (p. 19). Not a word is men- 
tioned as to its being regarded as of 
unique Divine authority. The 1 
Testament is treated from the well- 
known critical position, which regards 
Moses as merely a name given for the 
purpose of attributing authority and 
sanctity, and not because of actual fact 
(p. 25). The New Testament develop- 
ment is said to be merely natural, with- 
out need of supernatural origin fp. 31). 
Daniel is held to be Maccabean (p. 53), 
and the Pastoral Epistles are not by 
Panl, though perhaps based on some sur- 
viving portions of genuine Epistles; 
“but the Pauline note is almost wholl 
wanting” (pp. 61, 67). The Fourt 
Gospel “may owe its origin to that of 
John the Elder” (p. 66), and the view 
that it was written by a personal fol- 
lower of Jesus is described as full of 
obvious difficulties, though it is ad- 
mitted that the Epilogue indicates it was 
early regarded as the work of the dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved (p. 66). 

The Old Testament Canon is said to 
have been commenced in the reign of 
Josiah, another position very familiar 
in connection with the Higher Criticism 
(p. 71)- And the astonishing statement 
is made that the ground of decision for 
recognizing certain books of the Old 
Testament as canonical was that they 
were written in the Hebrew language. 
“It is not easy to discover what other 

round of decision there could have 

een” in connection with certain books 
(p. 77)! by 

It is, therefore, not surprising to be 
told that each individual Christian really 
determines for himself what shall be 
the limits of Scripture, that it is useless 
to insist upon any Church testimony or 
earlier belief, for “we are the makers 
of our own individual Canons” (p. 90). 
It is curious to observe that the chapter 
on the Higher Criticism closes with a 
quotation from Mr. Gladstone (p. 133), 
who, as is well known, was always 
strongly opposed to the modern critical 
position, There is no proper fulfil- 
ment in the New Testament, says the 
author, of any Old Testament passages 
(p. 156), and verbal inspiration is, as 
usual with many critical scholars, con- 
fused with verbal dictation, which no 
scholar believes (p. 171). The writers 
of the Bible are said not to have been 
supernaturally safeguarded from the 
usual errors to which men of their age 
were liable, though it is difficult to recon- 
cile this with Paul’s clear claim that 
what he was writing was the command- 
ment of God (1 Cor. 14: 37). 

Dr. Willett even says it is unfortunate, 
and in some respects misleading, that 
the Bible has been called the Word of 
God (p. 177). Salvation is character, 
and character can be gained only by the 
agony of choice after struggle (p. 186). 
Typology is wholly set aside, and a 
well-known work on this subject. is 
definitely depreciated. This, too, is dif- 
ficult to maintain in view of several 
references of our Lord to Old Testa- 
ment incidents. 

There is much more in the book to 
the same effect; and it has seemed best 
to call attention to these details, be- 
cause of the importance of the subject 
and the high position of the author. 
While the book contains much that is 
interesting when the writer is awa 
from controversy, his view of the Bible 
is wholly unsatisfactory and can only 
tend to subvert the Divine objective au- 
thority of Scripture. Dr. Willett’s posi- 
tion represents the scholarship which ig- 
nores a scholarship -on the other side 
quite equal to his own, and this is a 
method which is not only unfair and un- 
true, but will of necessity defeat itself 
in the long run. If his conception of 
Scripture is even approximately true, it 
is simply incredible that the Bible can 
remain the supreme Divine authority 
which it has been held to be through 


~the Christian centuries. In particular, 


the Bible treated in this way has no 
message of redemption, for it cannot 
save or sanctify, still less satisfy the 
soul, 
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Home Department Questions 


Discussed by James Mudge, D.D. 


Editor of the Visitors’ Edition of the Home 
Department Quarterly (Methodist) 


How shall we overcome the objection that 
the Home Department gives an excuse 
those who could attend the main school to 
remain at home? - 


LTHOUGH this question and the 

replies to it have been worn thread- 
bare, it is still asked and answered fre- 
quently! The objection should be met 
with cold—no, warm—facts. 

Most Home Department members 
would attend the main school if they 
could. 

The Home Department is the best 
method for keeping up the interest dur- 
7, forced absence. 

igures prove that the number of 
Home Department members becoming 
active members of the school far exceed 
the number transferred from main 
school to the Home Department. 

If the school is a “back number” and 
the Home Department is “up-to-date,” 
there might be a reason for honest ques- 
tioning. The excuse seldom comes from 
a Home Department member. 





How can we make the members of our 
Home Department feel that they are a part 
of the Bible School and should consider it a 
duty and privilege to attend the sessions of 
the school when they can? 

RGE the Visitors to talk up the 

school when they call. Be sure to 
keep both Visitors and members in- 
formed regarding the work and plans 
of the school and suggest ways by which 
they may share in its work. See that 
the Home Department members have a 
report of the school occasionally. In- 
vite them to attend all the special occa- 
sions and participate so far as they can. 
Be sure to have a class into which it is 
understood the Home Department mem- 
bers can go and be welcome. Some 
large departments have a class expressly 
for the Visitors and members, and a 
part of the time is devoted to the inter- 
ests of the department in a brief busi- 
ness session. Let the members under- 
stand that the Home Department is just 
a means of keeping them in touch with 
the Bible school during the time they 
cannot attend its sessions. 


How can a successful neighborhood class 
be conducted? 
he THESE days of many meetings and 

many calls for active service outside 
of the home, there is little time for 
neighborly visiting. A worth-while rea- 
son for meeting about once a month in 
the home of a neighbor is appreciated. 
Often the home of a shut-in, or of a 
member who is kept closely at home to 
care for helpless ones, is chosen as the 
place of meeting. All who attend may 
be armed with Quarterly and work-bag. 
A short and helpful program should be 
prepared, such as this: Opportunity for 
answering any questions the members 
may have noted in their study of recent 
lessons; a preview of the lessons to 
come; a brief report of what the De- 
partment as a whole is doing; any items 
of.business; and plenty of time for so- 
ciability. The meetings may be ar- 
ranged for by the Visitor in that dis- 
trict, or the Home Department group 
may be organized and the neighborhood 
meetings planned for by the officers of 
the group; but it is well to guard against 
too much machinery. 





I have felt for some time that our Home 
ent should be of larger service to 
our community. Can you suggest ways? 


IBLE study should be expressed in 

or followed by service, and every 
community offers many opportunities 
for such expression. The close contact 
with the home life afforded by the 
Home Department enables the workers 
to be especially helpful as they come to 
understand the need. Some depart- 
ments give special attention to the 





mothers, holding Mothers’ Meetings for 
counsel and uplift; others find neighbor- 
hood gatherings for everybody more 
helpful. In some communities it is the 
young people who need to be planned 
for. Where the homes are scattered and 
some distance from the village, the peo- 
ple do not often get to the main school. 
Supervision of their study in the home, 
and plans to meet them in groups to 
work together will surely interest them. 

One department purchased a fine 
stereopticon for use in schoclhouses in 
connection with entertainments and in- 
struction for rural communities. An- 
other subscribed for a fine set of maga- 
zines, They pass in regular order to the 
homes in the small community. A choice 
library with books for old and young is 
kept in constant circulation, supplied 
and exchanged by the Visitor when the 
quarterly visits are made. 

In all the community effort it should 
be made plain that the Church, through 
its Home Department, is striving to 
minister to the needs of the homes in all 

arts of the parish, and thus the interest 
in the church will be deepened. 


“ 
Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


When a member of a Bible class becomes 
a teacher or officer of the Sunday-school 
would you continue to count them as mem- 
bers ?—A Superintendent. 


st IS an honor to any class when one 
of its members is called to special 
service in the church school. Such-.a 
member should be placed on the honor 
roll of the class and regularly invited 
to all the mid-week socials, the. annual 
class banquet, etc. Of course he should 
not be expected to attend the Sunday 
session, nor*to engage in the through- 
the-week activities a the class because 
his whole strength and time should be 
devoted to the duties connected with his 
new position, that he may acquit himself 
worthily of the class from which he has 
come. The class should, however, fol- 
low such a comrade with loving fellow- 
ship and prayerful support. Just as we 
follow “our boys” to the front in their 
fight to make the world safe for de- 
mocracy, so we should follow our class 
comrades as they go forth to help make 
the Gospel known to the world. 





Our class is desirous of adopting a pro- 
gram adapted to the war period. What 
would you counsel? 


iy EVERYTHING in your power to 
back up those who have already 
gone to the camps or to the front. In- 
troduce the Roll of Honor. Make every 
one an» Extension member. These 
brotherhood bonds and comradeship ties 
should be welded sufficiently strong to 
follow the men all the way to the front 
and all the time. 

2. Make special effort to prepare those - 
who will soon be called. Seek to win 
them to the Bible class and to Christ 
now. Tell all such men of the fine op- 
portunity it affords to do Christian 
work. The organized Bible class work 
is a regular part of the Y. M. C. A. 
Army and Navy program. Encourage 
every man going to the front to volun- 
teer for service to the Religious Work 
Director in the camp to which he may 
be sent. 

3. Seek to fill up your depleted ranks 
by enlisting new recruits. There are 
multitudes of men at the home base who 
need Christ. At this time there is a 
general and keen sense of the need of 
Divine help. An enlistment campaign 
will therefore be timely. Many will 
hearken now who were indifferent a 
short time ago. 

4- Back up the whole Sunday-school 
as never before. ._ The childhood and 
youth must be conserved during the 
period of strain or the period follow- 
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ing the war will be far worse than even 
the war itself. Wherever a gap has 
been made in the teaching ranks of the 
church school it should be filled at once 
by a Bible class comrade. Sometimes 
absolehaly latent talents must be encour- 
aged and utilized. The challenge of the 
hour demands it. If we fail we are de- 
feated. If we hesitate we are slackers. 





Practically one-half the men from our 
men’s Bible class have already been called 
to the colors. Among them are some of our 
best leaders. What can be done to encour- 
age the class to go forward?—A Pastor. 


OU are to be commended for your 

unwavering purpose to “go for- 
ward.” The worst calamity that could 
overtake America would be to let the 
fires of religious education burn low at 
the home base. As to what may be 
done: 

1. Make every enlisted man an ex- 


‘tension member of the class and plan to 


keep regularly in touch with him. 

2. Engage the class in definite plans 
of co-operation with war-welfare agen- 
cies. Those who have not been called 
to the colors or who cannot go have a 
right to a well-defined plan to help win 
the war. Men may become true sol- 
diers at the home base. 

3. Organize a special Bible class re- 
cruiting campaign. Adopt the slogan, “A 
Bible class recruit for every service flag 
star.” Prepare a Bible class banner by 
using a large International O. A.B. C. 
emblem. In the white center of this 
large emblem place a small emblem for 
each recruit until the number equals the 
number of service stars. Then change 
the slogan to two Bible class recruits 
for each service flag star, etc. 


b 3 
Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 

A--pupil in our school took the first and 
second. examinations a year and a half ago 
with another class, but was unable to finish 
the work at that time. She would like to 
join my class and when we reach the third 
part take the other examinations with us. 
Will she be credited with the twd examina- 
tions she took with the other class or must 
she be re-examined on those parts? 

HE examinations taken with the 

other class stand to the credit of the 
pupil, If you will send name and ad- 
dress and information as to the class 
with which the other tests were taken, 
the State Association or the Denomina- 
tional Sunday School Board will trans- 
fer the record to your class, and the 
student may finish the work under your 
supervision. 

A young man joined our class when we 
started on the last section of the text book. 
He would like to graduate with the class, 
and says he is willing to study hard and 
make up the back parts so that he may take 
the final examination with the class and 
have part in the graduation service. In all 
he will have given three months to the 
course of study. Will he be permitted to 
carry out this plan? 


No STUDENT should hurry through 
the training course. The attention 
should be held to each of the four great 
subjects: the Bible, the Pupil, the 
Teacher, and the Sunday-school, a suffi- 
cient length of time to permit the stu- 
dent to acquire a good understanding of 
each. The rule that not less than nine 
months be given to the First Standard 
Course, not less than two years to the 
Advanced Standard Coursé, and at least 
three years to the new Denominational 
Course is good, and should be followed 
strictly. 

‘Why not have the new student start 
with the last section of the book, and 
do the work thoroughly with the class. 
He would then be credited with the one 
examination and might take the other 
four tests with 4 new class, or if a new 





class is. not organized he might take 
the rest of the course under your su- 
pervision. 





Would you limit membership in the train- 
ing class to those who to teach as 
soon after finishing the course as oppor- 
tunity affords? 


CLASS formed of selected pupils is 

best. If the class is to meet at the 
Sunday-school hour make every effort 
to persuade the best and brightest young 
omg of the Sunday-school to enter the 
class. 

I would not require that they pledge 
themselves to teach after finishing the 
course. Some of these may do better 
workin other Sunday-school activities, 
or in the Young People’s Societies. 
They will be better prepared for any 
Christian service after taking the train- 


7, course. 

ome young people, who do not think 
they will ever be competent to teach, 
will gladly accept such service at the 
close of the period of training. You 
need not require them to express the 
purpose to teach, but through the en- 
tire course keep before the class the 
rare privilege and great joy of teach- 
ing in the Bible school. 





One of the members of my class who has 
taken two examinations has been drafted 
into the army and is now at Camp Meade. 
He desires to continue the studies as he may 
have opportunity, and writes me that he is 
prepared for the third examination. The 
class is also ready for that test. I under- 
stand that all who take the course must fill 
out the answers in the presence of the class 
teacher or the pastor of the church. Can 


any arrangement be made by which he may. 


take the test? 


T IS most encouraging to know that 

some of our boys: in the camps. con- 
tinue their studies ‘in’ teacher-training, 
and every possible: encouragement :should 
be given to them. - 

Send. the examination paper to him 
by all means. If it should be convenient 
for him to take the examination in the 
presence of the chaplain or Y. M. C. A. 
secretary suggest that he might prefer 
to do that, but if not convenient to do 
that I should not hesitate to make an 
exception and say that he may fill out 
the blank without any ‘supervision. 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 











Missourl.—In grading a Sunday-school, is 
it advisable to grade the entire school at the 
same time, or by departments 7—E. V. C. 
‘ WILL be better ordinarily to begin 

the grading in all of the elementary 
departments at least at the same time. 
It does not follow that all of the sepa- 
rate lessons should be introduced. Many 
schools in adopting the Graded Lessons 
begin with the first year for the grade, 
and put the entire department on this 
grade’s lessons. When the year is 
ended, that part of the department pass 
on to the next year, and new ones are 
coming in for the first year. In this 
way, you are not only training teachers 
but training scholars to take these 
places. The reason for much of the 
trouble in introducing Graded Lessons 
is that there are not enough teachers 
and workers who are familiar with the 
work to make it a success, and they get 
clogged up in the machinery. There is 
little difficulty, however, if you will go 
at it a little more slowly and train your 
workers as you go along. 





Illinois—I have a class of boys from the 
age of ten to about sixteen. Not having 
taught more than a year and not having had 
any special course in boys’ work, I am puz- 
zled about many things. 

1. Could you refer me to or send me sam- 
ples of the latest Graded Lessons for boys 
of this age? 

2. They want to earn money to buy Testa- 
ments for the class. Could you suggest any 
activities along this line? We have an edu- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL: TIMES 


cational and manufacturing town of about 
ten thousand. My boys are from the in- 
dustrial class of people. 

3. I have given prizes for attendance, good 
order, bringing others, and memorizing 
verses. How can I keep the losers from be- 
coming disgruntled or discouraged? What 
is a good plan to follow along this line? 

4. For what other matters would you give 
credit? For collection? 

5. Is there any course of lessons in boys’ 
problems that would be beneficial? Is there 
any book or story that brings in and solves 
boys’ problems in the course of the story? 

6. Should a Sunday-school teacher attempt 
to teach sex truths? If not, by whom should 
it be done? What method should be used? 

7. My boys are constantly asking to be 
allowed to work up an entertainment to 
make money. What are your suggestions 
about this? What material could you refer 
me to that would aid in this problem? 

I would like to have any literature that I 
could get without cost, and a list of mate- 
rial that I might purchase.—J. S. F. 
| paw of all, your class is not well 

graded. Ten-year-old boys and six- 
teen-year-old boys should not be in the 
same class. The boys nine, ten, eleven, 
and twelve should be together. If you 
have no nine-year-old boys, then all of 
your ten, eleven, and twelve-year-old 
scholars should comprise a junior class, 
and the thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, and 
sixteen, an intermediate class. The 
methods of teaching are so largely dif- 
ferent that you are not likely to secure 
the best results with your class as it is. 
It is: for you to settle which division of 
the class you can do the best with, and 
let somebody else take the other division. 
You never will succeed. as you should 
succeed, with the class in its present 
form. Now, I-will try to answer your 
quéstions in order, numbering my an- 
swers to correspond with your questions: 

1. There are no Graded Lessons for 
a boys’: class ranging from ten to*six- 
teen years of age... There is a Graded 
Lesson for ten-year-old boys, another 
for boys of eleven, another-for those of 
twelve, and soon up to sixteen—a sep- 
arate lesson for every year. You will 
see from this that it would. be impossi- 
ble, even after dividing the class as sug- 


gested above, to haye a Graded Lesson’ 


thoroughly adapted to all of your schol- 
ars. In the use of Graded Lessons 
scholars of one year should be together 
in a class. The International Graded 
Lessons will fill the bill admirably, and 
you can secure the lesson helps from 
your own denominational publishing 
house. If you are obliged to have only 
two classes, the Juniors and Intermedi- 
ates, you should look over the Junior 
lessons and select the one you think 
would come the nearest meeting the 
needs of the Junior age; and the same 
with the Intermediate. It would prob- 
ably be a lesson about the middle of the 
course; that is the lesson for the eleven- 
year-old boys for the Juniors, and the 
fourteen-year-old boys for the Inter- 
mediates. 


2. Since yours is an educational town, 
the boys might sell lead pencils and pads 
to the students. This has been done by 
boys of this kind, and there is consider- 
able profit in it. Any dealer will let the 
boys have the material at wholesale price 
under the circumstances. You might 
have a little contest as to who could sell 
the most, and then a sort of party with 
a good time following. 


3. I would not-give prizes for attend- 
ance, or good order, or anything else. It 
is all right to recognize it in the marking 
on your class-book, but I would not go 
farther than that. Prizes will always 
bring dissatisfaction. Better give them up. 

4. Attendance, punctuality, Bible 
study, attendance at church, and an 
offering. These are sufficient to give 
credit for. I would not indicate the 
amount of the offering, but just give 
credit for the fact of the offering. 


5. You will find much help in your 
management of the boys in your Graded 
Lessons. However, I would get Mr. 
Alexander’s book entitled “The Boy 
and the Sunday School” (Association 
Press, New York City, $1). It will help 
you to solve many of your problems. 

6. This matter ought to be taught in 
the. home. Boys should be taught by 
their fathers. Inasmuch as it is not 
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done, the teacher has an opportunity, but 
it should be used with great discretion; 
much harm is done by bungling methods 
of teaching along this line. A few 
timely hints about the purity of the body 
are always in order, and you can go 
farther than that if occasion requires. 
Do not mince the truth if the truth 
ought to be told. 

7. I would go light on the entertain- 
ment business. It is all right once in a 
while, but if you carry it too far it will 
overshadow everything else, and the 
boys will come to measure their Sun- 
+ geen by the fun they can get out 
of it. 

You have a great opportunity in your 
class. Put first things first, and make 
everything count that you do. 


Bibles for Children 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BIBLES 
FOR THIS PURPOSE ARE THE 


Oxford 
Pictorial 
- Palestine 
Bibles 


With 
ILLUSTRATIONS IN BLACK AND 
NATURAL COLORS. No fanciful pic- 





tures, but only those that are true to life. 


These Pictures Instruct as 
Well as Interest 


HELPS FOR CHILDREN 
BIBLES WITH QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS 
. Priced from 70 cents upward 


(ee 


Send for booklet ** The Child and the Book.” 


Oxford University Press American Branch 
35 West 32nd Btreet york, 
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ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. f 
| Rest— Recreation—Recuperation 


Spend a few days at Chalfonte— 
the hotel of hospitality and home- 
like charm. American plan. Golf 
and yacht privileges. Make res- 
P ervations now. 


f THE LEEDS COMPANY 














Lose The pape & 
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Find Prompt Relief 


= wy 4 oumagen forms of Seent testhetton 
ard the bron assages and keep your hroat 
in a healthy condition with sind 


BROWN ’S sroncun TROCHES 


Excellent for Bronchitis and Asthma, and just the thing 
te quiet that tickling cong fn church. Get a bo: 
At all » 10c, Be, 50c, $1.00. If your dealer can- 
not supply you, we will mail any size upon receipt of price, 


JOHN I. BROWN & SON, Boston, Mass, 
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The Most Comfortable 
Hot-Weather Shoes 


AST year many thousands 
of persons who tried to 

buy Keds were disappointed. 
The enthusiastic welcome 
accorded these high-class, 
rubber-soled canvas shoes 
left us unable to take care of 
the public’s huge demand. 


This year more than 5Q,000 
dealers in the United States 
stock Keds in a large variety 
of styles so that there should 
be no difficulty in obtaining 
these good-looking, durable 
sport-shoes. 


The fine quality of Keds 
workmanship is beyond ‘dis- 
pute. None but materials of 
unquestioned value are used 
in their manufacture. For 
style, economy and comfort, 
Keds are indeed, without 
equal. 


You may wear Keds on all 
occasions—at home, at the 
club, at the office, on the 
street, in the country. What- 
ever the business or pleasure, 
there is a style to suit you. 


Keep these three grades of 
Keds in mind when buying. 
“4 bk for the name “Keds” 
nped on the sole. 


14 Beacon s 





National Keds 
$1.50 up 
Campfire Keds 
$1.25 up 


Champion Keds 
$1.00 up. 


Sizes for boys and girls cost less 


United States Rubber Company 
New York 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 














T A BIBLE Conference held re- 

cently quite a number of readers of 
this column testified to the blessing 
Family Worship is to them, Some spoke 
Soret, of the work of The Sun- 
day School Times in giving guidance 
along this line, and not a few showed 
particular interest in the prayer sug- 
gestions. In one instance a father. in- 
cidentally testified to the interest of his 
little girl, who says as Saturday comes 
around: “Shall we pray for the Jews 
to-day?” God’s ancient people need our 
prayers, and they have a claim on them. 
Let our children be taught to respect the 
Jew, and what surer way can such re- 
spect be fostered than by teaching them 
early to pray for them? 





May 27 to June 2 


Mon.—Mark 13: 1-9. 
The Temple to be Destroyed. 


The disciples saw the great stones and 
costly adornments of the beautiful 
structure; to them the appearance was 
truly glorious, but to our Lord it was a 
sad sight. His Father’s house had been 
desecrated and would soon be destroyed. 
All that is external will pass away. 
God’s work alone abides. 


PrAYER SuGcestions: Pray that a 
deeper spirit of thankfulness may fill 
the hearts of all who in this time of 
awful trouble for so many are enjoying 
many privileges not possessed by others, 
and that a new sense of stewardship 
may occupy the heart. That we may all 
be guided to make the best use of the 
opportunities for ministry to the dis- 
tressed, 


Tues.—Mark 14; 1-9. 
Jesus Approves the Honor Paid to Him. 


There is a great contrast between: the 
passionate love of this: woman and the 
cold-blooded hatred of the rulers. How 
little there is of this absolute, direct, and 
personal devotion in these calculating 
days. Christ deserves our best, and 
such acts of love have musical voices to 
his ear, and they do not pass unrecog- 
nized. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that Chris- 
tians may be alert and interested enough 
to be able to take advantage of the many 
occasional opportunities for getting ac- 
quainted with the soldiers and sailors 
so often seen among us in public places. 
Not a few of these gladly welcome 
kindly attentions which show care for 
their highest well-being. 


Wed.—Mark 13: 31-37. 
Watchfulness Enjoined. 


Our ‘plain duty is to watch, for there 
are far more things that tempt to drag 
us downward than will draw us upward, 
and our only security is constant watch- 
fulness. 


“Who keeps no guard upon himself is slack, 

And rots to nothing at the next great 

thaw.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who are working at this time for the 
Americanizing of numbers of foreign- 
speaking people and their families. That 
testimony for the Lord Jesus may not 
be left out of the teachings of those who 
know the meaning of His name and the 
absolute necessity of sincere faith in 
him if the nation is to be truly great. 
Thurs.—Ezek. 33: 1-11. 

Watchfulness to Israel. 


This is a solemn chapter and ought to 
be read by preachers every day. To 
warn is not necessarily to threaten. 
Earnestly and _ insistently a mother 
warns her child, and love, not caprice, 
prompts the warning. A warningless 
ministry is fraught with dire results. 
Many perish through under-shepherds 
failing to watch for. souls. 

PRAYER SuGcEstTions: Pray for our 
missionary magazines; that more than 
ever the wonders of grace described may 
stir the hearts of the people who read. 
That the calls for help may be responded 
to, and that through the perusal of- these 
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silent witnesses for Christ large num- 
bers of young men and women may be 
inspired to give themselves. 
Fri—John 11: 46-57. 
Conspiring Against Jesus. 

What’ a a testimony is all this to our 
Lord’s influence. The Jews féared that 
popular. enthusiasm for Jesus would 
precipitate a revolution, and therefore 
he must be silenced. Jesus knew their 
evil intent, and departed to the wilder- 
ness. to_prevent their greater sin of lay- 
ing hands on him before his time. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
women’s societies and Red Cross work- 
ers in our churches, that they may be 
strengthened for the choice and neces- 
sary ministry rendered by them to the 
cause of God and humanity. That there 
may be a great and generous response to 
the call of the hour for service which 
can be rendered chiefly by our women. 


Sat.—Matt. 9: 9-13. Receiving Sinners. 


Here the Saviour is at his great work. 
He receives those who were the out- 
casts of others, and right royally did 
he receive them, He has no hard words 
to say to any of those who are “publi- 
cans and sinners.” He only wants the 


‘opportunity to save them. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Christian leaders among the Jewish peo- 
ple; that their patience may be greatly 
increased, and that their faith may not 
fea, notwithstanding the strain put upon 

for the Jews who know the truth, 
but because of the fear of men fail to 
avow Christ as their Saviour. 


Sun.—John 14: 21-28. Love for Christ. 


Love is the first and final test of our 
discipleship. It regulates all our con- 
duct. and controls our every action. 
What our Lord values most of all is our 
heart’s love for himself. Service for 
Christ. without love to his person, re- 
duces tus to soulless machines, unwel- 
come to him. 

Prayer Succestions:. Pray for all 
special decision efforts being put forth 
in. our Sunday-schools and churches 
throughout the country; that in this hour 
of stress a great army of souls may be 
constrained to accept the Saviour. In 
many directions there is a deepened 
tenderness of heart. May we be able to 
use the hour! 


New York City, 


(Lesson for June 2) MAY 18, 1918 
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- Put vim in 


jaded muscles 


stimulating and arousing the circulation 
Om applications of Absorbine, Jr., 
rubbed in thoroughly. This invigorating 
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upon receipt of 10 cents 


W. F. YOUNG, P.D.F. 
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CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co.,Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich. 
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ILDREN'S DAY 


‘MUSIC FREE. 


EE a tae ne a 
HELPER No. 4. Ts‘ccite'postpaia = 


SONG STORIES. Returnable copies upon request. 
NEW SONGS PENTECOST No. 3. Ju cx ,15 


* cents. $10 
the 100. You may be entitled toa free copy. Write us. 


HALL-MACK CO.  ) 1018 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa 
ADAM GEIBEL CO. { 339 South Wabash, Chicago, Ill * 
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THE ‘‘HIGH-PRIEST’’ OF 








Is sufficient both in 


‘im other collections. 
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WAR-TIME SONGS 
) HYMNS and HOME MELODIES 


eed. Contains especially the needed songs and hymns not found 


Every Church, Sunday School, Day School, Y. M. C. A. 
Y.W.C.A., and all Community ” d 5 


bab prices are so low that everybody can afford it. 

Prices all {Single copy 20 cents. Per dozen $2.25. 
25 copies $4.25. 50 copies $8.00. 

100 copies $15.00. 500 or more $12.00 per 100. 
If supply is ordered from this announcement money will be refunded if not satisfactory. 
? ’ 

“HUMANITY’S CAUSE ” ¢2st'ats for7-4Sz75 Seinen mgood NOW 1 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO., 260 W. 36th Street, - - 


WAR-TIME SONG BOOKS 


quantity and variety for every War-Time 


’ Social and Patriotic organizations 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Give Your Scholars the Best Bible for 


CHILDREN’S DAY REWARDS 


Pocket Size Bibles and Testaments. 
Bibles from $1.35 up. 


Scholars’ Bibles with Illustrations. 


Prices $1.50 to $3.00. 


American Standard Version 


** The latest and best transiation of the Scriptures in existence.’” 


essential to the student, and also the simplest and clearest in its lan- 
guage, and so the most easily understood by the average person." 


Order from your Bookseller, or send for catalogue and Booklet, 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, Publishers 


3831 A Fourth Avenue (Corner Twenty-seventh Street), - a 


Testaments from 35 cents up, 


translation of the Bible, which is the first 


“The Wonderful Story." 










































